
It’s official now. If the Congress wins the 2014 elec-
tions, Rahul Gandhi will be the prime minister. Ra-
hul’s presence as the chief guest at a Delhi government 
function on Friday appears to be the beginning of his 
yatra towards Raisina Hill. Until now, he has been 
evading all invitations from state governments and 
Union ministries to inaugurate official functions. For 
the past seven years, whenever he has visited a non-
Congress state, it was only to at-
tend political rallies and conclaves, 
leaving government events to be 
presided over either by his mother, 
or the prime minister. Last week, 
however, he drove all the way to the 
Delhi-Haryana border to dedicate 
the Guru Tegh Bahadur Memorial 
to the capital’s Sikhs. His mother, 
Sonia Gandhi, laid the foundation 
stone four years ago. Spread over 
12 acres, the project cost over Rs 22 
crore. Since the memorial is meant to pay homage to 
the ninth Guru of Sikhs, Prime Minister Manmohan 
Singh, a devout Sikh himself, was expected to be the 
chief guest. But Chief Minister Sheila Dikshit pulled 
off a coup by getting Rahul to shed his reservations 
about openly associating himself with Government-
sponsored functions. She was determined to get 
Rahul, and only Rahul, to do the honours. According 
to local Congress leaders, the Gandhi scion hadn’t 
responded to her request for months. However, con-
sidering the coming civic elections in Delhi and Pun-
jab state Assembly elections, Rahul was advised by 
his aides to grab the opportunity to connect with the 
powerful Sikh community. He made stirring speeches 
about the sacrifices made by the community and its 
gurus. Rahul even praised the prime minister, who 
he described as the community’s most precious gift to 
the Congress. By accepting Dikshit’s invitation, Rahul 
has sent a clear signal to all other chief ministers and 
Union ministers that he is now available to promote, 
inaugurate and launch new projects and schemes at 
official inaugural functions. The competition to get 
Rahul over to other states will ratchet up now—he 
will also get excessive media and political exposure at 
government cost. Does it mean less exposure for Sonia 
and Manmohan until the 2014 elections? Stay tuned.

■

Loyalty is Key for PMO Positions
Along with the Cabinet, the PMO has also been re-
structured. Like with the Cabinet reshuffle, Prime 
Minister Manmohan Singh has played a game of musi-
cal chairs. While Pulok Chatterjee, a Gandhi loyalist 
IAS officer from the Uttar Pradesh cadre, has been 
brought in to replace Kutty Nair as the prime minis-
ter’s principal secretary, Nair will serve as the prime 
minister’s adviser with Minister of State rank. Some 
officials who have completed seven years in the PMO 
are being moved out. Chatterjee’s appointment has 
created ripples in the upper echelons of the Indian 
bureaucracy. For the first time in decades, a person 
far junior to around half a dozen secretaries, includ-

ing Cabinet Secretary Ajit Kumar 
Seth, has taken over as principal 
secretary. Retired senior civil ser-
vants like Nair, Brajesh Mishra and 
A K Verma were chosen for the job 
because the principal secretary’s 
authority is so exalted that he even 
presides over various official gov-
ernment meetings, including those 
held by the chiefs of the armed 

forces. He also gives directions to all other secretaries. 
Chatterjee, a brilliant and efficient officer, is however 
junior to Deepak Gupta, Secretary, Non-Renewable 
Energy Ministry, Alka Sirohi, Secretary, Department of 
Personnel and Training, and K M Acharya, Secretary, 
Ministry of Social Justice & Empowerment. Even some 
state chief secretaries are senior to him. The prime 
minister usually follows protocol while filling sensitive 
posts; he opted for seniority while choosing the new 
foreign secretary and the cabinet secretary. Chatterjee 
was in the race even then. But when it came to choos-
ing his own chief of staff, he had to accept loyalty over 
seniority—for the second time Manmohan had to keep 
the Gandhi connection in mind. Earlier, he inducted 
Bharat Vir Wanchoo as Director, Special Protection 
Group, superseding over a dozen senior IPS officers. 
Wanchoo also has been associated with the Gandhis 
for over two decades.

■

Chief Ministers Play Lokpal Game
Why are most chief ministers not protesting the 
prime minister’s exclusion from the purview of the 
proposed Lokpal Bill? Because if passed by Parlia-
ment, it will give them an excuse to keep themselves 
out of a Lokayukta probe.  If the Bill is passed in its 
current form, the chief ministers are likely to insist 
on an amendment to the Lokayukta’s powers. Stung 
by recent Lokayukta activism in Karnataka and Delhi, 
most chief ministers are arguing that a politically mo-
tivated Lokayukta could damage their moral author-
ity by launching frivolous inquiries. However, none of 
them have made a formal move yet; but some promi-
nent chief ministers, cutting across party lines are 
lobbying within their own parties to make the sugges-
tion during the Parliament debate on the Lokpal Bill.

■

Khar in J&K a Net Gain for Omar 
While Union External Affairs Minister S M Krishna 
and his trusted diplomats were dismissing Hina Rab-
bani Khar’s meeting with Kashmiri separatists as a 
minor irritant, Jammu and Kashmir Chief Minister 
Omar Abdullah was taking her on. Using his huge 
Twitter following, Abdullah reminded the attrac-
tive lady from Pakistan that she could have returned 
home better informed had she met leaders of the 
state’s mainline political parties and other opinion-
makers. He conveyed to overtly pro-Pak diplomats 
and bleeding heart liberals that the genuine Kashmiri 
leadership doesn’t care for the looks of a dignitary 
who is of no substance or consequence to the state.
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K N Govindacha-
rya, best known for 
his contribution 
of the mukhauta 
h y p o t h e s i s  i n 
Indian polit ics, 

in 1993 famously defined rebel-
lion as “dilution in dedication and 
political morality”. On Friday, the 
BJP found itself revisiting this old 
chestnut when Karnataka Chief Min-
ister B S Yeddyurappa presented the 
central leadership of the party with 
an “either-or-else” scenario. It reeked 
of a mutiny but the BJP, which is 
rarely at a loss of words, described it 
as “part of a democratic process”.

The wages of public posturing 
have come to haunt the Bharatiya 
Janata Party. The boomerang it 
hurled at the Congress and the 
UPA regime has returned home. As 
the party in opposition, it has been 
quick to deploy the perception of 
the party with a difference and 
accuse the Congress of corrupt prac-
tices. But when in power, it has con-
sistently failed to live up to its own 
sermons. The Lotus in the pond can 
scarcely afford to smirk when the 
economics of its business thrives 
in the same cesspool as the 
Congress.

The BJP was tactically smart and 
focused on the misuse of discretion-
ary powers. It accused the Congress 
of enriching private pockets with 
public resources. But in terms of 
long-term branding, its strategy is 
fatally flawed. In power it did exactly 
like the Congress. It allowed select 
private entities to exploit the re-
sources of the state engineering pri-
vate gain and instituted public losses. 
And who did it deliver this benefit 
to? To its allies, the Reddy brothers 
of Bellary, exactly what the Congress 
did with its allies. And it allowed this 
to happen because the BJP needs the 
Reddy brothers to stay in power in 
Karnataka. The party with a differ-
ence is not all that different when it 
comes to political pelf. 

Yeddyurappa is not the first BJP 
stalwart to be caught with his hand 
in the till. From Bangaru Laxman 
who as president of the party took 
money for nothing to Dilip Singh Ju-
deo, from the MPs who took cash for 
asking questions in Parliament to the 
MPs who were offered cash for their 
votes in the no-confidence motion, 
the party’s history is pockmarked 
with instances of “dilution in political 
morality”. If Yeddyurappa is brazen 
enough to challenge the authority 
of the party, it is because he knows 
the party knew! This was part of the 
deal with the Bellary brothers, the 
“compulsion of coalition politics”. 
In Tamil Nadu, the DMK claims 
it funded the elections of the Con-
gress candidates. In Karnataka, the 
Reddy brothers selected, suggested 
and funded nearly 30 seats enabling 
the BJP to preserve power. 

Karnataka is not and the BJP can-

not claim to be an exception to a cor-
rupt business model. Flashback to 
history and you recognise that polls 
were funded in the Hegde era by real 
estate development and the liquor 
barons. And it is not just Karnataka. 
The business model in Maharashtra 
is principally built around the sugar 
cooperatives and the profit margins 
of the builder lobby. Political funding 
in Haryana is a mix of quarrying and 
real estate deals. Uttar Pradesh poli-
tics which was fuelled by sugar mills 
and public projects, now increasingly 
depends on land deals—as evidenced 
by the strictures of the High Court. 

Politics has migrated a long way 
from the pre-Independence para-

digm when politics was about pub-
lic service. In the 1960s, it evolved 
into a profession and by the end 
of the 1970s, it had become a busi-
ness. Political capitalists invested 
in the electoral process acquired 
power and built fortunes. Politicians 
manage the business cycle of elec-
tions funding polls and harvest the 
dividends of power. Indeed now, pol-
itics is simply the CSR arm of family-
owned empires.

In a perverted interpretation 
of Machiavellian justification of 
means to an end, political par-
ties see no wrong in using the 
discretionary powers, even when 
it so conspicuously runs in conflict 
with commandments of political mo-
rality. As in business, politics too has 
seen innovation and the emergence 
of derivatives. Splinter groups like 
the RLD, NCP or PMK have recogn-
ised the importance of ROI, or return 
on investment, and fund enough for 
a slice of political power. As in finan-
cial markets, politics too has devel-
oped a derivatives segment which is 
what the Reddy brothers represent.

Judeo established the role of 
money in politics rather eloquently 
when he declared, “Paisa Khuda 

to nahin par Khuda ki kasam 
Khuda se kam bhi nahin.” For 
over a year, the BJP has revelled 
in schadenfreude and this week 
affords the Congress an occasion. 
The joy in another’s misfortune is not 
only corrosive but also short-lived, 
till the next scam. It is nigh impossi-
ble to root out individual immorality. 
For centuries priests have preached 
and sinners continue to sin. And 
both are thriving!

What India is concerned about is 
institutional political morality. The 
quest for market share in politics is 
funded by ideology and money. It 
is imperative that the system of po-
litical funding is restructured. The 

answer is definitely not state fund-
ing. India neither has the resources 
nor can state funding guarantee 
corruption-free polls. The answer is 
to adopt a transparent system of in-
dividual and institutional donations 
to fund candidates and political par-
ties. The fiction of ceiling limits must 
be replaced with a law that limits 
spending to the donation candi-
dates and parties collect. Sure some 
will get more than others just as in 
a competitive market it is ideas and 
agenda that attract money. The co-
relation between executive decisions 
and donations is easily established 
to curb corrupt practices. Ministers 
who have received donations can 
even be asked to recuse from deci-
sions involving donors. No, it is not 
a perfect solution but it will be bet-
ter than what we suffer from. Unless 
the two national parties address the 
crux of the issue fuelling corruption, 
they will continue to yield ground 
to groups claiming to represent the 
virtuous. India seeks liberation from 
competitive accusation and seasonal 
epidemics of corruption.

Shankkar Aiyar, senior journalist 
on sabbatical, specialises on the 

politics of economics

THE BJP HAS BEEN QUICK TO DEPLOY THE PERCEPTION OF THE 
PARTY WITH A DIFFERENCE AND ACCUSE THE CONGRESS OF 
CORRUPT PRACTICES. BUT THE ECONOMICS OF ITS BUSINESS 

MODEL DEPENDS ON THE SAME CESSPOOL.

THE THIRD EYE    SHANKKAR AIYAR 

Rahul Gandhi

Pulok Chatterjee

O P I N I O N

The journey from treetops to tele-banking is a 
relatively short one for humankind when com-
pared with how long it took the earth to evolve 
from a gaseous to a lively state. There was a 
longish halt in the caves before dwellings came 
to be built by hand, and skills. During that pe-

riod, human kind developed its first trading contacts, and ex-
changed goods through barter. This remained the norm until 
coins and credit appeared. And they continue in various forms 
to be the medium of trade the world over. Except for trade be-
tween India and Pakistan over the Line of Control.

The chief minister of Jammu & Kashmir made a very perti-
nent observation over trade matters following the latest round 
of ministerial level talks between India and Pakistan. Omar Ab-
dullah’s contention is that the current barter system needs to 
go between the two countries when it comes to trading over the 
Line of Control. It makes eminent sense too. Come to think of it, 
India and Pakistan seem to be living in the cave age when they 
insist on continuing with the barter system in the 21st century.

Nuclear arms, satellites in space, great music coming out of 
the radio stations, and what not. Despite all of that, the gov-
ernments cannot seem to move beyond barter as the means 
of trade. It sounds so bizarre, and archaic that it couldn’t be 
sending signals of inspiration elsewhere.

By keeping the trade in barter form the governments get to 
exercise the most rudimentary form of control that is possible. 
And control is what this relationship is about, one in which the 
governments want to continue exercising every minute detail 

of it. From apples to apri-
cots, it seems.

Which is the major rea-
son for this relationship re-
maining in the straitjacket 
of Sarkar and State. All the 
talk is about normalising the 
relationship, but how that is 
possible in the 21st century 
when all that is allowed is a 
barter system boggles the 
mind. Societies in India and 
Pakistan have moved be-

yond technological barriers, and yet the governments are bent 
on keeping them in the cave age trading form.

Talking in courteous tones and catchy clothes is not normali-
sation of the relationship. It is pleasing to the eye, certainly, 
and makes for better news stories than war and terror. But it 
still doesn’t normalise the relationship. What does is the nor-
malisation of people’s lives and exchanges. Constricting people 
in a space and time warp is the last thing a normal relationship 
needs. What it needs is greater freedom to move, buy, sell, ex-
change ideas and services. On that score there is no forward 
movement between India and Pakistan. There is nothing in 
the rulebook that says progress cannot be made on issues that 
affect people’s lives before it is made on issues that affect the 
lives of the states.

It is in the interest of the people of both countries that they 
be allowed greater access to each other. Geography determines 
neighbourhood, even if the politics and history of the relation-
ship is open to interpretation. And geography has long decided 
that the cheapest and most economical form of trade is with the 
neighbour. On that score there cannot be two opinions, for that 
is the law of nature. And since the two countries share a long 
border, or a line that divides them as well, it is only logical that 
points of trade open where it makes economic sense.

Logic suggests that it cannot only be along the Line of Con-
trol, however good it sounds in terms of helping the alienated. 
And it certainly cannot remain confined to cave age methods. 
Security concerns are of course there. Screening of the dodgy is 
required. But like the stakeholders are wont to say, those that 
want to harm India don’t need visas to enter it. 

The writer is a security expert and political analyst

Talking in Courteous 
Tones Isn’t Normalisation

MANVENDRA SINGHPERISCOPE

CONSTRICTING PEOPLE 
IN A SPACE AND TIME 
WARP IS THE LAST 
THING A NORMAL 
RELATIONSHIP NEEDS. 
WHAT IT NEEDS IS 
GREATER FREEDOM 
TO MOVE, BUY, SELL, 
EXCHANGE IDEAS 
AND SERVICES. 

There’s a tragi-comic debate 
being played out on 
television channels—
the debate is between 
national political par-
ties about who is more 

corrupt. It’s a sign of our times when 
corruption and malgovernance is re-
duced to one of relative standards, 
instead of an absolute standard of probity 
and integrity.

It’s a very useless debate and an unfor-
tunate reflection of how fast the standards 
of our governance, and indeed politics, 
are plummeting. What would be more ap-
propriate and indeed what people want to 
know is what the parties will do in future 
to create a sharp break from the old-style 
politics and governance and embark on 
a new style transparent and responsive 
form of government.

Some weeks ago, I wrote that Jantar 
Mantar and Anna Hazare’s movement 
represents a unique inflection point in 
the direction we are taking as a nation 
and people. Politics and politicians who 
were meant to represent hope for the 
people have long since morphed into a 
source of despair and pain for most In-
dians. The season of scams and tumbling 
skeletons have only added to the already 
rock-bottom confidence and faith in our 
government institutions and govern-
ment. The cry for a Lokpal Bill is a clear 
and visible desire of the people to initiate 
some change in the way their government 
conducts itself. 

Predictably, there has been a closing 
of ranks among political parties—against 
this perceived threat and invasion of their 
turf. After a series of engagements with 
civil society representatives—which now 
seem to have been a farcical play to the 
gallery—there is a draft Lokpal Bill that 
has been approved by the Union Cabinet 
to be introduced in Parliament this ses-
sion.

For a government that is now charac-
terised by the now legendary spin of Kapil 
Sibal’s “no loss” statement, this Lokpal 
Bill will be perceived as yet another insin-
cere effort to pursue the real issue of mal-
governance. That the government is rely-
ing on spin and not substantive efforts is 
probably confirmed by its recent list of 
‘administrative discretions’ available to 
ministers that are now being removed—
they seem like a joke! Are people con-
cerned about whether the posts minister 
has the discretion to issue a stamp; or ur-
ban development minister for out-of-turn 
allotment of an official home; or minority 
affairs minister for nominating members 
to the Central Wakf Council; or railways 
minister for granting concession on re-
quests for attaching additional coaches to 
trains, awarding complimentary passes, 
membership of passenger amenities com-
mittee, services committee; or fertiliser 
minister for appointment of two repre-
sentatives in the Fertiliser Advisory Fo-
rum; or coal minister for appointment of 
non-official member in the National Coal 
Consumer Council and Coking Coal Lim-

ited; or telecom minister for appointing 
telephone advisory committee members, 
giving out-of-turn telephone connections, 
out-of-turn decision to release stamps. 

Corruption in government is a far more 
entrenched malaise than what govern-
ments either want to acknowledge or seek 
to address. The Lokpal Bill in its current 
form or this timid effort at trimming dis-
cretions will not even make a little dent 
in the trajectory and vibrant growth of 
vested interests in government, malgov-
ernance and corruption. The test of this 
is simple: Take the Lokpal Bill or any of 
these administrative discretion changes 
and apply it to any of the recent scams.  
Would this Lokpal Bill deter the 2G scam-
sters? Would the prime minister have pre-

vented the minister and his group from 
giving away spectrum? Would this Lokpal 
Bill have prevented the finance minister 
from ignoring this loss to the exchequer? 
Would this Bill have prevented the CWG 
scam, the NTRO scam, the CVC appoint-
ment or any of the recent embarrass-
ments? The prevention of these scams is 
as important because the deterrent effect 
of such a legislation and institution is as 
important as post-facto prosecution! The 
answer is a resounding NO!

So I can’t help but agree with Prashant 
Bhushan when he calls this a ‘jokepal’ bill 
and with Anna Hazare when he says this 
is a joke on the people of India. So let the 
second revolution begin on August 16!

 The writer is a Rajya Sabha MP

The Lokpal Bill in Its Current Form Will Not Even 
Make a Little Dent in the Trajectory of Corruption

THE INSIDER    RAJEEV CHANDRASEKHAR 
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Rahul Shows His Intent 
with Delhi Inauguration
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