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Hospital, schools for 
Kashmiri migrants

Three militants killed in 
Kashmir encounter

Uttar Pradesh heads 
for short, dry spell

Ramdev aide Balkrishna’s 
degrees fake: CBI

Jammu: A 40-bed hospital 
and several schools will be set 
up for Kashmiri migrants in the 
newly-constructed Jagti town-
ship in J&K, Revenue, Relief and 
Rehabilitation Minister Raman 
Bhalla said on Saturday.

Srinagar: Three militants were 
killed in an encounter with security 
forces in north Kashmir’s Kupwara 
district on Saturday. The gunbat-
tle broke out after an operation by 
21 Rashtriya Rifles and police in 
Bagh-e-Hakhar, sources said.

Lucknow: After widespread 
rains that led to the swelling 
of rivers, most parts of UP are 
now in for a dry spell. “Rainfall 
will slow down from Saturday, 
leading to a dry spell,” state Met 
Director J P Gupta told reporters.

Varanasi: The the noose around 
yoga guru Ramdev’s key aide 
Balkrishna seems to be tightening 
as the CBI made fresh inquiries 
into his testimonials and found 
that his degrees issued from a 
university here were fake.
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Lucknow: UP’s 2012 assembly polls 
hold immense significance for all ma-
jor political parties, from the Congress 
to SP, BJP and even the ruling BSP. For 
the Congress and SP, it’s a question of 
survival, so starved of power they are 
in the state. BJP wants to regain the 
golden days of the 90’s, when UP pro-
vided the foundation for their national 
ambitions. The BSP is facing elections 
for the first time when in power. 

Mission 2012 is also a test for four 
young men with long political herit-
age, and who have national ambitions. 
They represent different parties and 
ideologies, so the outcome of the polls 
would be a report card on their per-
formances.

Akhilesh Yadav of SP, Jayant 
Chaudhary of RLD, and Varun Gandhi 
and Pankaj Singh of BJP all hail from 
established political dynasties. This is 
first time when all five ‘youngistanis’, 
in their late 30’s and early 40’s, will 
be simultaneously trying to establish 
their leadership credentials.

As spoilt brats go, Akhilesh Yadav, 
38, MP and son of SP chief Mulayam 
Singh Yadav is true to type. These 
days, the headquarters of SP on Vikra-
maditya Marg, Lucknow, is deserted, 
demoralising the rank and file who 
wish to dislodge BSP and regain power 
in 2012 assembly elections. The reason 
behind this is, state president Akhilesh 
is rarely to be seen in Lucknow. “Hum 
kai baar Lucknow aaye par Bhaiyyaji 
(Akhilesh) se mulaqaat hi nahi hui” 
(I’ve visited the party office in Luc-
know frequently, but failed to meet 
Akhilesh), is a common refrain among 
SP workers. Dislodged from power in 
2007 by the BSP, the fortunes of SP 
have nosedived, with their Lok Sabha 
2009 tally going from from 36 to 22. 

Dimple Yadav, Akhilesh’s wife, lost to 
Congress’ Raj Babbar in the Ferozabad 
by-election. It was a major setback for 
the SP and the Yadav family.

Likewise, Jayant Chaudhary, 
31-year-old MP and son of RLD leader 
Ajit Singh, doesn’t seem too interested 
in looking beyond his party’s tradi-
tional pockets of influence. Despite 
repeated claims by the father-son duo, 
that RLD would expand its base to 
other parts of the state, they have not 
made any visible efforts. Jayant, set 
to succeed his father within the party, 
is hardly active outside his fiefdom 
in western UP. He has not visited the 
Lucknow office once this year. “Jay-

ant undertok a Kisan Jagran Yatra in 
35 districts of UP last year,” said Anil 
Dubey of SP in defence. In 2009, RLD 
contested 239 seats in the state, but 
managed just 14 wins, and rumours of 
a tie-up with Congress or SP have put 
party workers in a dilemma.

Pankaj Singh, 33 years, son of senior 
BJP leader and former state CM Ra-
jnath Singh, is keeping a low profile. 
Two years ago, he tried to enter state 
politics with a bang, when his name 
was almost cleared as state chief of 
Bhartiya Janata Yuwa Morcha, BJP’s 

youth outfit, only for his opponents, 
and the anti-Rajnath camp within BJP 
playing up growing ‘vanshwaad’ (dy-
nasty culture) to scuttle his chances. A 
hurt Rajnath restricted his son to be-
coming a party secretary, one of more 
than a dozen in UP, and focus on the 
countryside.

Contrary to this, BJP’s 31-year-old 
youth face Varun Gandhi, despite be-
ing more in demand and popularity, is 
more in touch with the grassroots. It is 
true their family lineage give Varun a 
greater aura, making him appear more 
glamorous and popular, yet, he is not 
basking in inherited glory. 

Varun Gandhi, the 31-year-old Gan-
dhi-Nehru scion, is BJP’s young face, 
and generates the aura of a hardcore 
Hindu leader. He rode this image to 
win the Pilibhit seat in last Lok Sabha 
polls, without much grassroots experi-
ence.

Today, Varun is in great demand 
in UP and has almost covered most 
parts of the state. “Varun is a youth 
icon,” opined senior BJP leader Om 
Prakash Singh , who is the leader of 
the opposition in the state Assembly. 
Singh had invited Varun to his home 
district of Mirzapur sometime back. At 
this age, when most politicians strug-
gle to understand their constituency, 
Varun has all 403 constituencies of 
the state in his tips and is well aware of 
UP’s caste equations. “One day Varun 
would become unstoppable,” observes 
Sudhanshu Trivedi, political advisor to 
Rajnath Singh and member of the par-
ty’s national executive committee. “He 
has a sharp memory and command on 
the craft of politics.” Varun is also in 
constant touch with Congress leaders 
who have worked with his father, late 
Sanjay Gandhi, in the past, and feels 
confident of garnering their support at 
an “appropriate time”.

UP Polls a Test For Four Dynastic Scions
Success in the 2012 Assembly polls will catapault the winner to party leadership and the national stage

A Raja to 
Reveal His 2G 
Scam Defence 

Tomorrow
New Delhi: Jailed tele-
com minister A Raja will 
reveal his defence in the 2G 
scam trial, while opposing 
CBI’s five charges against 
him on Monday. Till now 
he is the only high profile 
accused in the case who 
had not disclosed his de-
fence by arguing a bail ap-
plication in court.

It’s Raja’s well-thought 
legal strategy to keep his 
defence under wraps. Un-
like his co-accused Kani-
mozhi Karunandhi (DMK) 
or Siddharth Behura (for-
mer telecom secretary) 
or R K Chandolia (Raja’s 
personal secretary), he 
could not risk disclosing 
his defence, even partially, 
because CBI is still con-
tinuing investigation into 
awarding of 2G licenses to 
several other companies. 

The CBI had already re-
vealed it’s in the final stage 
of investigation into one 
such case, pertaining to the 
Loop-Essar controversy. 

In fact, a day before the 
trial was to start, he made 
an attempt to defer it till 
CBI investigation is com-
pleted. His lawyers Manu 
Sharma and Balaji Subra-
manian, in an application 
before the court, had said: 
“As per the admitted case 
of the CBI, the investiga-
tion of the case is still going 
on, particularly against ac-
cused No. 1 (Raja). He was 
interrogated for over three 
hours even on July 18, 
which itself shows inves-
tigation is still going on.” 
They added, “The accused 
will be gravely prejudiced if 
he is required to argue on 
charges and thereby open 
his defence while investi-
gation is going on.”

The court, however, dis-
missed Raja’s application, 
saying it has no power to 
stop the investigating agency 
from continuing the probe. 

The CBI had pressed 
charges against Raja on five 
counts: 1. Manipulation of 
cut-off date; 2. Violation 
of first-come-first-served 
(FCFS); 3. Manipulation 
in the dual technology ap-
provals and spectrum al-
location; 4. Violation of the 
eligibility of companies; 5. 
Cheating the government 
exchequer by non-revision 
of entry fee.
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Chandigarh: Principals 
in government colleges in 
Haryana have been told 
to take classes—to inspire 
other teachers. Haryana’s 
Higher Education Com-
missioner Vineet Garg, on 
Friday, asked all princi-
pals to take a class every 
day as per the norms 
of the University Grant 
Commission (UGC). “The 
purpose is to be an inspi-
ration to the teachers,” he 
said.                        IANS

IT HAPPENS 
ONLY IN INDIA

Haryana Principals 
to Take Classes

As Union Law Minister, 
also in charge of Minor-
ity Affairs, Salman Khur-
shid laments that surging 
influence of private sector is 
checking benefits of reser-
vation from reaching Dalits 
and lower strata. In an in-
terview on Sachchi Baat 
with Editorial Director 
Prabhu Chawla, he re-
iterates the government’s 
commitment to work for 
the poor, says court direc-
tions have ensured reserva-
tions are carried out not on 
economic basis, but as a so-
lution to backwardness.

There’s talk of a Crim-
inal Violence Bill, and of 
reservation for commu-
nities. But parties have 
reservation in office-
bearer posts already. 

Reservation is a tradi-
tional instrument for social 
justice. This has been very 
important and successful 
upto the point where we 
made efforts to assimilate 
people from Dalit samaj 
and Harijans in the growth 
story. But now, because the 
influence and the scope of 
private sector are increas-
ing, reservations have not 
reached (the needy). 

Why don’t you have 
economic reservation?

The definition of Dalits 
is different, as till now the 
creamy layer does not ap-
ply to them; even the court 
has not vetted it. As far as 
OBCs or backward classes 
in minorities are concerned, 
creamy layer will apply to 
them. Reservations and the 
constructive work we are 
doing will be for the poor. 

Why reservations are not on 
economic basis is because, 
the court has told us time 
and again that you can do 
reservations on backward-
ness; not on economic ba-
sis, which can be achieved 
by economic policies. Now, 
this is part of our Constitu-
tional thought, we cannot 
oppose this part. 

But there can be a Con-
stitutional amendment. 
If it has been done 120 
times, then it can also 
happen the 121st time. 

Yes, why can’t that hap-
pen? They have been hap-
pening. In promotions, we 
have done Constitutional 
amendments, they were 
denied and said to be void. 
Then we tried again. Hence 
where all we can get a win-
dow for Constitutional 

amendment, we can work.
You agree that finan-

cial criteria should be 
used, because, as cen-
sus figures show, the 
number of poor has in-
creased in the past 20 
years.

We have tried many times 
to give reservations on eco-
nomic basis. This proposal 
has come from Rajasthan. 
It has also come from other 
states, there have been ef-
forts, yet we have not been 
successful in any of the 
courts to get it vetted—that 
this is right as per the Con-
stitution. 

Why can’t a Muslim 
become a CM? There 
have been only six.

Why not? As you say, 
there have been six. 

That’s six among 300. 
There have been six 

among 300; if you want 
there to be more, we should 
put more effort for this. But 
the solution for everything is 
not reservation.

‘Reservation is No Solution 
For Every Social Ill’ Srinagar: Normal life across Kash-

mir Valley was affected Saturday 
following a shutdown called by sep-
aratists against the alleged abduc-
tion and rape of a woman by army 
personnel in Jammu and Kashmir’s 
Kulgam district.

Markets and educational institu-
tions remained closed while thin at-
tendance was recorded in government 
offices because of non-availability of 
public transport in this town, J&K’s 
summer capital, and other towns. 

Almost all separatist organisa-
tions and leaders—hardliner Syed 
Ali Geelani, moderate Mirwaiz Umer 
Farooq, pro-Azadi Jammu and 
Kashmir Liberation Front (JKLF), 
religious organisation, Jamait-e-
Ahlehadis, and other separatist 
groups, have appealed the people for 
a protest shutdown.

Reports indicate tensions were 
running high after Friday’s clashes 
between security forces and protest-
ers, which left 10 people injured. 
The protesters torched official ve-
hicle of a magistrate in Kulgam. 
“Nobody was grievously hurt during 
the protests, as forces used utmost 
restraint to control the crowd,” said 
a police officer.

Ruqaya, a 32-year-old woman al-
leged that two armymen abducted 
and raped her for 48 hours. But the 
husband and mother-in-law of the 
woman claimed she suffered from 
mental illness and was at home on 
the day she claimed she was sexu-
ally abused.

In her statement to SIT, Amina 
Bi, mother-in-law of Ruqaya, said 

her daughter-in-law went missing 
on July 20 morning and not July 19 
evening.

“She (Ruqaya) had gone to a spring 
at 7.00 AM on Wednesday, July 20, 
but did not return till late evening. 
We then sent people in different di-
rections but could not find her. She 
returned home the next day,” Amina 
told the SIT officials.                      IANS

Chandigarh: Punjab and 
Haryana, which contribute 
70 per cent of foodgrains 
to the national kitty, say the 
centre is not doing enough 
to lift huge stocks lying in 
the open in the two states.

After Punjab CM Parkash 
Singh Badal took up the 
matter of storage shortfall 
with PM Manmohan Singh 
last week, neighbouring 
Haryana has now asked the 
Centre to lift foodgrains ly-
ing in the open. Haryana 
Food and Supplies Minister 
Mahender Pratap Singh, has 
urged the Centre to immedi-
ately lift foodgrains stored 
in open spaces before it de-
teriorates.

“At present, Haryana 
has a storage capacity of 
45.82 lakh tonnes, against 

a stock of 88.72 lakh tonnes 
of wheat, including 0.85 
lakh tonnes purchased in 
2008-09, 5.36 lakh tonnes 
purchased in 2009-10 and 
19.64 lakh tonnes pur-
chased in 2010-11,” Pratap 
Singh said. “Besides, 13.75 
lakh tonnes of rice and one 
lakh tonnes of bajra are also 
stored in the godowns of the 
state,” he said.

Procuring of foodgrains 
from farmers is mostly done 
by state agencies, which are 
funded by the central gov-
ernment. Seeking immedi-
ate lifting of the foodgrains, 
Pratap Singh said 70 per 
cent of the stock was stored 
in open spaces in the state.

“If the movement of pad-
dy is not ensured by October 
2011, its milling would not 

be possible during the com-
ing season. On an average, 
Haryana needs movement 
of 10 lakh tonnes of wheat 
and three lakh tonnes of rice 
per month,” he said. 

“In a country where mil-
lions go hungry, huge stocks 
of foodgrains are let to rot in 

the open, with Centre not 
coordinating with the states 
to have proper storage fa-
cilities. It is criminal on the 
part of the government to 
waste so much foodgrain,” 
said farmer Shamsher Singh 
of Fatehgarh Sahib district 
of Punjab.       IANS

Controversy Clouds Kashmir Rape Case

GRAINS ROT AWAY IN PUNJAB, HARYANA

Foodgrain rotting in the open in Punjab

Contrary to Akhilesh Yadav, Jayant Chaudhary 
and Pankaj Singh, Varun Gandhi, despite a 

bigger demand and popularity, is more in touch 
with the grassroots.

Police May Ask For Identification 
Parade for Army Men

Srinagar: A special investigation 
team (SIT) of police formed to 
probe the alleged abduction and 
rape in south Kashmir is likely to 
conduct an identification parade 
of army personnel on Saturday.

The SIT, headed by a deputy 
superintendent of police, would 
carry out the parade in presence 
of a magistrate. “The army has 
been asked to arrange the iden-
tification parade of its personnel 
in south Kashmir’s Kulgam area,” 
highly placed police sources said. 
“All army personnel in the area 

have been asked not to leave be-
fore the parade.”

The tribal woman alleged she 
was abducted and raped by two 
armymen with assault rifles and 
a radio set on Tuesday. She re-
turned home on Thursday. She 
claimed she had been held hos-
tage in a hut for nearly 48 hours. 
The woman lives in Manzgam, 
Gujjardar village in Kulgam dis-
trict, 65 km from here. Police said 
preliminary medical test has not 
confirmed any violence on the 
woman’s body.                          IANS

‘The court has told us we can reserve on 
backwardness, not on economic basis, which 

can be achieved by state policies.’
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