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Courts angry as Centre failed 
to bring back black cash: BJP

Devotees celebrate 
‘Shravan’ at Shiva temples

Five top Lashkar militants 
gunned down in Valley

Parents donate conjoined 
twins to MP hospital

New Delhi: In the wake of the Supreme 
Court appointing an SIT to look into the 
black money issue, BJP spokesperson 
Prakash Javdekar said on Saturday that 
courts as well as the people were angry 
with the UPA as it failed to bring back 
illegal funds stashed abroad. 

Lucknow: Devotees thronged Lord 
Shiva temples in UP on Saturday, on 
the onset of Hindu month of Shravan 
that heralds coming of the monsoon. 
Amid chants of “Bam Bam Bhole” 
and “Har Har Mahadev”, they made 
offerings of fruits to Lord Shiva.

Srinagar: Pakistan-based Lashkar-e-
Toiba suffered a major setback in the 
Kashmir Valley as security personnel 
killed five of its top terrorists, including 
three self-styled divisional commanders, 
after a day-long encounter in the 
border district of Kupwara.

Betul, MP: A poor couple here ‘do-
nated’ conjoined girl twins to Padhar 
missionary hospital where they were 
born a few days ago. Both girls, joined 
from the chest to stomach, were 
donated as there was no way in which 
they could be cured, the parents said.

New Delhi: Security analysts say to-
wards end of 2010, the Indian Mujahideen 
showed definite signs of revival, with their 
capabilities still up to what they were in 
2008. The first IM strike was against for-
eign tourists near Jama Masjid, Delhi, 
on September 19, 2010: two Taiwanese 
nationals were injured in gunfire. A few 
hours after the attack, BBC’s Hindi lan-
guage service received an e-mail, purport-
edly from the IM, threatening to attack the 
CWG next: “We know preparations for the 
Games are at their peak. Beware, we too 
are preparing in full swing for a great sur-
prise.” Perhaps, the huge security around 
CWG acted as a deterrent. 

However, on December 7, 2010, IM 
hit Varanasi’s Dashashwamedh Ghat—in 

which a child was killed and 20 were in-
jured. The IM claimed responsibility in an 
email traced to Malad, Mumbai. It said, 
“Indian Mujahideen attribute this attack 
to the 6th of December that will haunt 
your nation of world’s ‘Greatest Democ-
racy’.” The five-page e-mail also warned 
of more attacks and had references to Al-
lahabad High Court’s judgment on Ayod-
hya and manhandling and heckling of the 
Kashmiri leadership in Indian cities. The 
Madhya Pradesh police discovered during 
interrogations of the nabbed terrorists that 
IM-SIMI was planning spectacular attacks 
like targeting the judges who delivered 
the Ayodhya judgment. Two terrorists, 
Mujeeb and Aslam, had already rented a 
safehouse in Lucknow. The photos of the 
judges who delivered the judgement were 
also recovered from their possession. 

New Delhi: Full-time 
chiefs for MTNL and 
MMTC also are yet to be 
appointed. Both are being 
headed by acting chair-
men. MTNL and BSNL 
too were headless for a 
long time. After the rec-
ommendations of the Sam 
Pitroda committee, BSNL 
got a new man at the helm, 
R K Upadhyay, only a few 
weeks ago.

While the post of sec-
retary in the Union Pub-
lic Service Commission 
(UPSC) is still vacant, 
the UPA governement 
has the task of search-
ing for a new chief of 
the Delhi Metro Rail 
Corporation as well. The 
list of vacancies is rather 
long.

The top-jobs at the 
National Research De-
velopment Corporation, 
National Projects Con-
struction Corporation and 

Dredging Corporation are 
being handled by officials 
holding additional charge.

Trouble-ridden Air In-
dia is looking towards the 
government for appoint-
ment of board members 
in its personnel, commer-
cial and finance divisions. 
Three critical posts on the 
Railway Board—Member 
Traffic, Member Staff and 
Member Electrical—are 
also vacant.  The post of 
Member Traffic, respon-
sible for movement across 
the network, has been va-
cant for the last year.

The prestigious Univer-
sity Grants Commission 
(UGC) and All India Coun-
cil for Technical Education 
(AICTE) under the HRD 
Ministry haven’t had full-
time chiefs for more than 
six months. The search 
is still on for the post of 
NCERT secretary.

Apparently, if there’s 
one thing the UPA doesn’t 
mind losing, it’s time. 

Indian Mujahideen Was Down, But Not Out
Towards the end of 2010, IM regained strength, threatening to attack the Commonwealth Games in an e-mail

New Delhi: Calling a party 
which was in power for 34 
years “poor’’ may sound 
sacrilegious. But the “corpo-
rate” CPI(M) of Kerala has 
called the Bengal CPI(M) 
exactly that, and has vowed 
to help its “poor cousin” to 
tide over hard times. The 
Kerala party is on a mas-
sive fund collection drive for 
its “West Bengal Fund” and 
has set a target of Rs 6 crore. 
Each district committee is 
to collect a marked amount 
by August. The fund being 
collected is in the name of 
“martyrs” getting killed by 
the “cruel TMC goons”. 

So far, the CPI(M) Kerala 
State Committee has collect-
ed around 2 crore through 
its “bucket collection”, 
though it is learnt that the 
target has already been cov-
ered. “We are collecting the 
money as per the decision of 
the Hyderabad Central Com-
mittee. The Bengal unit is in 
pretty bad shape and needs 
support,” said a CC member 
from Kerala. When asked 
whether a party which was 
in power for 35 years needs 
the help of others, he said, 
“It might have been in power 
for 35 years but it is a fact 
that the Bengal party has no 
money,” he said.

It is for the second time 
the Kerala CPI(M) is col-
lecting money in the name 
of its poor Bengal cousins. 

Last time it was in 1974 be-
fore party came into power 
in West Bengal. “Then the 
Bengal CPI(M) was suffering 
at the hands of S S Ray and 
now under Mamata’s rule. It 
will not survive without the 
support of the Kerala unit,’’ 
said the CC member.

According to him, Bengal 
party simply does not un-
derstand the “business or 
politics’.’ This is something 
the Bengal party also agrees. 
A former MP and party CC 
member from Bengal says, 
the state unit lacks business 
acumen. “As the Kerala unit 
is out of power every five 
years, it is better equipped to 
adjust to difficult situations. 
Its business acumen is a fall-
out of such a situation. We 
may also learn to do business 
now onwards,’’ he said.

However, he insists that 
Bengal Fund is more about 
psychology than about 
money. “The feeling that 
lakhs of comrades are out 
there for support is a great 
morale booster at a time 
when we are suffering at the 
hands of Mamata Banner-
jee,’’ he said. He is hopeful 
that the Bengal party also 
may learn business lessons 
from Kerala party. “The 
Kerala party’s business acu-
men is quite amazing. From 
tourism resorts to textiles to 
beedi sector, it is into every-
thing. It’s high time that we 
also learn a few business 
lessons,’’ he said.

Appointments to 
Key Posts Awaited

Editorial Director Prabhu Chawla 
speaks to BJP Mahila Morcha presi-
dent and Rajya Sabha MP Smriti 
Irani, days before her elevation to 
the Upper House was announced, on 
ETV’s Sachchi Baat. Excerpts from 
the interview: 
What all you have done till now 
as BJP’s Mahila Morcha’s head?
I have completed one year at the 
helm on June 24, organised pro-
grammes all over the country and in-
volved 10 lakh women. We fought the 
case in the Supreme Court regarding 
permanent commissions for women 
in the army.
Morcha means doing dharnas, 
fighting. 
That also we have done; my wish 
was to see that our work is not lim-
ited to dharnas and morchas, but go 
a step ahead. Hence, when women in 
uniform were fighting it out, we 
thought that we should be a part of 
the solution.
Have you done morchas on 
the road, or is it that you have 
got used to air-conditioned 
environment? 
No, we have done andolans
(protests) on the road and also fought 
legal battles. 
Talking of morchas, which issues 
were the ones that you fought it 
out with the government?
The government gave us many issues, 
be they inflation or law and order.
What have women got to do with 
your male-dominated party?
Who told you this?
Who is the woman general 
secretary in your party? There is 
only one. 
The BJP is the first political party in 
this country who understood wom-
en’s issues and said that we would not 

only stand by the issue of giving 33 
per cent reservation to women in par-
liament, but also change the party’s 
constitution and give them reserva-
tion in the party. Even then you say 
that we don’t care about women.
Many promises have been made, 
but what after that? 
Let me update you on this issue also. 
Vasundhara Rajeji has also been the 
general secretary in the party and 
now Kiran Maheshwari is the general 
secretary. 
How many general secretaries 
do you have?
Now the slots which are empty…
You have 32 Pradesh Adyaksh 
(state presidents). How many of 

them are women? 
There is no woman state president. 
They are not considered, don’t 
qualify, or because they are not 
considered fit for the post in 
your party.... 
I feel that that might not be qualify-
ing the qualification parameters set 
by Prabhu Chawla. But in our states, 
the presidents are elected in a system-
atic and democratic way. The basis of 
which is to elected a good president 
who is capable, we don’t see whether 
the person is a man or a woman. 
You have enjoyed high TRPs on 
television, but is your political 
TRP good?
I don’t know. I had fought elections 
last in 2004. How much my political 
TRP is, would be known when I fight 
elections. 
Why couldn’t your party do well 
in the recent Assembly elec-
tions? 
In Kerala, Tamil Nadu and 
Puducherry, there is need to develop 
our organisational strength, and we 
knew this beforehand. In West Ben-
gal, we had the same challenge and we 
knew there was a wave in Mamtaji’s 
favour, a desire in the people’s minds 
that they have to anyhow defeat the 
Left and put them out of power. In 
spite of that, we gave a tough fight 
there. As far as Assam is concerned, 
what we had expected, and hence pro-
jected, we did not get that much suc-
cess. But…
What are you going to do in real-
ity besides politics? 
When I spoke to you the last time, I 
had only worked in Hindi, Gujarati 
theatre and television. Now when I 
am sitting in front of you, I have done 
Bengali and Telugu films. But the 
main focus of my life is politics.

“My political TRP would be 
known when I fight elections”
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New Delhi: After wait-
ing for a month, Bangalore 
businessman Manjunath 
Ramachandra applied for 
the passport of his son 
through the online system 
at Passport Seva Kendra 
in Lalbagh. His son got the 
passport in October 2010 
(J3005627). But in April, 
the courier delivered a sec-
ond passport (J4654980) 
with same details, except 
the photograph and date of 

birth. “First, they blamed 
me for the mistake… Then, 
I was told that it’s my fault 
that I had not mentioned 
the earlier application. I 
was forced to pay a fine of 
Rs 2,500 at the time of sur-
render of second passport,” 
Ramachandra said.

As per sources, the soft-
ware is supposed to have 
detected two application 
forms with same content. 
The Passport Seva Project 
(PSP), inaugurated in May 
2010 by External Affairs 

Minister S M Krishna, was 
touted as the answer to 
the problem of crowded 
offices, touts, delays and 
huge backlog. The project’s 
software Passport Related 
Information Data Exchange 
was developed by Tata Con-
sultancy Services, its private 
sector service provider. 

When contacted, Banga-
lore Regional Passport Of-
ficer K J Srinivasa issued a 
statement admitting lapses, 
but attributed it to increased 
burden. “Passport Seva sys-

tem usage has increased in 
the city from 1,700 per day 
in 2010 to 3,000 in 2011,” 
he said, adding these glitch-
es were being addressed. 
“MEA and service provider 
are committed to detect 
and rectify these excep-
tions and also take preven-
tive actions,” he said. After 
Bangalore, the PSP was im-
plemented in Punjab. Last 
month, passport seva ken-
dras were also opened in 
Trichy,Thanjavur, Madurai 
and Tirunelveli.

New Passport System Flawed
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KERALA CPI(M) TO 
HELP ‘POOR COUSIN’
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