
Srinagar: An India-Pak-
istan arbitration team left 
here Saturday for north 
Kashmir’s Bandipora to in-
spect the site of the upcom-
ing Kishenganga hydro pow-
er project, an official said.

“The 19-member team ar-
rived here yesterday (Friday) 
and would inspect the site, 
after Pakistan raised objec-
tions against the construc-
tion of the project close to 
the LoC (Line of Control),” 
an official told IANS. 

The objection to the 
construction was raised 
by Pakistan under terms 
and conditions of the In-
dus Water Treaty signed 

by the neighbours in 1960. 
According to the treaty, In-
dia can construct only run-
of-the-river hydro power 
projects on those rivers of 
J&K which flow into Paki-
stan. The treaty says no wa-
ter storage dams for hydro 
power generation or irriga-
tion beyond a certain height 
can be constructed by India 
on rivers in J&K.

While Indus Water com-
missioner G Aranganathan 
heads the ten-member Indi-
an team, his Pakistan coun-
terpart, Sheraz Jamil Me-
mon, heads a nine-member 
team. They would conclude 
the visit on June 20.     IANS
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Punjab to terminate 
Omaxe agreement

Home guard among two 
killed in accidents

Sikh group seeks UN 
help to save Bhullar

College girl raped by 
classmate, his associate

Chandigarh: The Punjab 
government Saturday decided 
to terminate an agreement with 
realty giant Omaxe for a multi-
million dollar integrated town-
ship at Patiala, a spokesperson 
of the CM’s office here said.

Azamgarh (UP): Two people, 
including a home guard, were 
killed in separate road accidents 
in the district, police said today. 
Home guard Brij Raj Yadav, 45, 
was hit by a truck near Vimatipur 
village last night, they said.

Washington DC: A Sikh 
advocacy group is seeking UN 
intervention to save Devinder 
Pal Singh Bhullar, a former 
Khalistan Commando Force 
militant, on death row in a 1993 
car bombing case in New Delhi. 

Rewari (Haryana): A 20-year-
old college-going girl was al-
legedly raped repeatedly by her 
classmate Vikas Yadav and his 
accomplice who kept her in con-
finement for about three weeks 
in Delhi, police said. 
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Patna: A rift has surfaced in 
the RJD-LJP combine after 
seven months of the alliance 
suffering a drubbing at the 
hands of ruling NDA in the 
assembly polls in Bihar, with 
the parties failing to reach 
an agreement on supporting 
the candidate for the Purnia 
assembly bypoll. Both RJD 
and LJP decided against 
contesting the bypoll, and 
have decided to support a 
secular candidate with win-
nability in mind.

Souring relations between 
the two parties in Bihar sur-
faced yesterday with RJD 
leaders Ramchandra Purve 
and Abdul Bari Siddiqui uni-
laterally announcing support 
for CPI(M) nominee Amit 
Sarkar, son of slain CPI(M) 
MLA Ajit Sarkar, in the June 
25 Purnia assembly bypoll.

Leader of the opposition 
Abdul Bari Siddiqui said 
that RJD’s decision to sup-
port the CPI(M) candidate 
was solely a party decision 
and efforts to contact the 
LJP leadership on the issue 
had proved futile.

“We have had no talks 

with LJP chief Ram Vilas 
Paswan on the issue,” he 
said. Siddiqui also said the 
party’s decision to support 
CPI(M) was taken, to check 
a division of secular votes in 
the bypolls, in a bid to defeat 
the NDA nominee.

However, RJD’s bid to 
check division of secular 
votes might not fructify as 
its alliance partner LJP is 
apparently keen on sup-
porting Congress candidate 
Ram Charitra Yadav, who 
bagged 40,000 votes in the 

last polls. If that happens, 
it would be a signal of LJP 
closing in with Congress in 
the coming days. State LJP 
president Pashupati Kumar 
Paras, when contacted, said 
his party was in talks with 
the Congress on supporting 
the latter’s candidate.

“Our aim is to defeat the 
NDA and therefore, we 
want to support a candidate 
who is strong. We feel the 
Congress fared better than 
the CPI(M), who drew only 
23,000 votes,” Paras said, 

adding the party will take a 
decision soon.

Gulchain Singh Charak, 
in-charge of Congress af-
fairs in Bihar, on Thursday 
announced his party had 
decided to fight the bypoll 
on its own. While replying 
to a question on whether his 
party would seek support of 
RJD-LJP combine, Charak 
had said, “secular parties 
should understand that 
Congress is the lone alterna-
tive in the bypoll and should 
support its nominee. 

The bypoll to Purnia as-
sembly constituency has 
been necessitated following 
the killing of ruling BJP MLA 
Raj Kishore Keshri, alleg-
edly by a woman at his resi-
dence in Purnia on January 
4, 2011. The BJP is fielding 
Keshri’s widow Kiran, with 
Islamuddin of CPI(ML) the 
other candidate, along with 
Yadav and Sarkar.

NDA had charged the 
RJD-LJP combine of enter-
ing into a tacit understand-
ing with the Congress that 
forced the combine not to 
put up a candidate.        PTI

PURNIA BYPOLL EXPOSES RJD-LJP RIFT

Ram Vilas Paswan (LJP) and Laloo Prasad Yadav (RJD)

The Indo-Pak arbitration panel on the way to Bandipora

Editorial Director Prabhu 
Chawla speaks to BJP 
president Nitin Gadkari 
on ETV’s Sachchi Baat. Ex-
cerpts from the interview: 

Why was Uma Bharti 
taken back? 
From the day I became BJP 
president, I made up my 
mind like Arjun, who only 
saw the eye of the bird. I can 
only see the 2014 elections, 
and my mission is to see 
NDA in power. I want to wid-
en our votebank, bring back 
old people and those whose 
thoughts match ours and 
make efforts to clear wrong 
notions in the minds of SCs, 
STs, minorities, workers and 
intellectuals. 
From being a party with 
a difference, the BJP is a 
party with differences. 
In the past six months, the 
differences within the party 
have become negligible.
Sushma Swaraj has giv-
en a whole speech... 
The party is united, people 
are working together. Many 
decisions taken recently 
were important. There might 
be differences of opinion but 
not in the minds of people. 
Do understand—we are a 
democratic party and In-
dia’s principal opposition. 
Hamari maa-beton ki party 
nahin hain. 
After being eight years 
out of power, BJP lead-
ers are still arrogant. 
There is no arrogance, ev-
erybody takes decisions to-
gether. There is no suprem-
acy of the president. I have 
authority, but before taking 
a decision I speak to people 
for their opinion, bring 
them all on one table, be-
fore a unanimous decision is 
taken. Which political party 
has 15-18 people discussing, 
thinking, developing an idea 
and working together for a 
decision? Does it happen in 

the Congress party? 
In the recent Assembly 
polls, BJP fought 826 
seats, but won only six. 
Our vote-share went up by 
0.5 per cent in Assam, 1.5 
per cent in Tamil Nadu, 2.5 
per cent in Kerala, and 1.75 
per cent in West Bengal. 
Had to happen. You 
fought 800 seats as op-
posed to 400 last time. 
We have retained six seats.
Is BJP’s acceptability, 
credibility, reliability 
lessening by the day? 
Our party’s growth graph is 
rising. In UP, we’ll emerge 
as a strong party. Our home 
ground is UP, Uttarakhand, 
Punjab—let polls happen in 
these states, then decide. 
Have you forgotten Hin-
dutva and Swadeshi? 
If we talk about Hindutva, 
we are called communal. 
Does it affect you? 
What is Hindutva? Swami 
Vivekananda had said great 
things about Hindutva. The 
Supreme Court has given a 
good definition of Hindut-
va—good governance. 
You mean Ram Rajya... 
What is Ram Rajya if not 
Hindutva, it is also ideal 
government. Hindutva is 
nationalism, it is good gov-
ernance and tolerance. 
Do you still believe in 
Hindutva? 
Hindutva is not a political 
agenda. It’s our belief and 
inspiration. Our win or loss 
should not be equated as 
Hindutva’s win or loss. This 
issue is above politics. 
Uma Bharati’s return—
she led in Ayodhya—
sends a message.
A grand temple should be 
built at Ayodhya with coop-
eration of people of all reli-
gions. But constructing Ram 
Mandir is not our agenda. 
We don’t want to make this 
a political subject.
Full text on expressbuzz.com

‘Hindutva is not our 
political agenda, it is 

our inspiration’ 

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE

Maya’s UP Slips Into Lawlessness
BSP law and order plank that won it 2007 polls could be the reason for its defeat in next year’s contest

Lucknow: Devashish Singh, a 
rice mill owner in Uttar Pradesh’s 
Akbarpur district, was fed up of 
paying monthly bribes to Food 
and Civil Supplies Department of-
ficials. He complained to the Anti-
Corruption Organisation (ACO) of 
the state police, which soon caught 
marketing inspector Arjun Kumar 
red-handed, with a bribe of Rs 
7,000 in his pocket. Singh’s woes 
had, however, just begun. 

Singh started getting threats 
—from local officials, goons and 
ruling party leaders, including 
MLAs—asking him to withdraw 
his complaint. He refused. Arjun 
Kumar, the marketing inspector, 
happened to be a Dalit, and Singh 
was charged and jailed under 
Scheduled Caste and Scheduled 
Tribe (Prevention of Atrocities) 
Act. The marketing department 
got into the act too, slapping a se-
ries of cases under the Essential 
Commodities Act on Singh; he 
went to jail again, and his busi-
nesses closed down. The pleas of 
Singh’s wife have not even been 
heard. Even letters written by 
the Director General of the ACO 
haven’t been answered. 

Devashish Singh could well be 
the unfortunate poster boy for 
the lawlessness that UP under 
Mayawati is slipping into. The 
dark irony is that Mayawati rode 
to power in 2007 on the promise 
of ridding the state of corruption, 
goonda raj and police atrocities 
inflicted upon the people by Mu-
layam Singh Yadav’s Samajwadi 
Party (SP). After taking over in 
May 2007, Mayawati’s first major 
act was to open special counters in 
every police station of the state for 
filing First Information Reports 
(FIRs) not registered in the Mu-

layam regime. That move is now 
widely seen as a ploy to implicate 
and intimidate SP workers. 

The Nighasan incident in Lakh-
impur Kheri town, where teenage 
girl Sonam is alleged to have been 
criminally assaulted and murdered 
by policemen who tried to portray 
her death as a suicide, has once 
again exposed the high-handedness 
that passes for law and order in the 
Mayawati regime. It is eerily simi-
lar to the death of Indian Justice 
Party Lok Sabha candidate Baha-
dur Sonkar, whose body was found 
hanging from a tree in Jaunpur 

district. Sonkar’s family had said it 
was murder, and accused BSP can-
didate Dhananjay Singh—charged 
in several criminal cases—of it. The 
demand for a CBI probe was ig-
nored and the CID gave Dhananjay 
Singh a clean chit. 

In the Sonam case too, the state 
again tried to suppress facts, refus-

ing an FIR against the policemen. 
Three government doctors who 
did an autopsy on the minor’s body 
also ruled out murder to strength-
en the police story. Public ire and 
an outraged opposition, however, 
forced the government to reopen 
the case. “It is unbelievable a state 
with a woman chief minister (CM) 
is insensitive to rape and murder of 
a minor girl by the police, with the 
policemen being protected instead,” 
says BJP spokeman Hridaya Narain 
Dixit. Mayawati has reluctantly 

agreed to recommend a CBI inqui-
ry, though she hadn’t yet found time 
to visit the grieving family.

“When the postings of the Dis-
trict Magistrates and the Super-
intendents of Police are done for 
political considerations or weight 
of the briefcase, such results are 
inevitable. What is shocking is that 

instead of prompt action against 
the erring personnel, they were 
being protected,” says senior SP 
leader Om Prakash Singh.

Spurred by incidents like these, 
the erosion of the Mayawati govern-
ment’s popular support is now pick-
ing up speed. The police firing on 
agitating farmers at Bhatta-Parsaul 
and the sensational killings of two 
senior medical officers—Vinod Ku-
mar Arya in October last year and B 
P Singh in April—started the slide.

Mayawati seems to have lost her 
tough-on-crime image. In the past 
four years, about a dozen MLAs, 
including half a dozen ministers, 
have been found involved in rape, 
murder, kidnapping and land-grab. 
In most cases, Maya is perceived to 
have taken action after having tried 
her best to protect them. She also 
sent out shock waves by approving 
names of a dozen criminals for the 
Legislative Council. In the 2009 
Lok Sabha elections, she fielded 
notorious criminals like Mukhtar 
Ansari, Arun Kumar Shukla alias 
Anna and Dhananjay Singh. That 
the BSP didn’t do well was a clear 
message from voters. Mayawati 
didn’t get it. 

The criminals and mafia dons el-
evated by Mayawati as MLCs, MPs 
and ministers are now turning into 
an albatross around the CM’s neck. 
Take the case of Intizaar Ahmed 
Abdi, an accused in the July 2009 
arson at Congress leader Rita Bahu-
guna Joshi’s bungalow. Mayawati 
had soon after made Abdi chairman 
of the Ganna Sansthan, a position 
equivalent to minister of state. Now 
Abdi figures in a murder case.

The writing is on the wall. And 
elections are around the corner.

Senior UP police officers in Chief Minister Mayawati’s durbar

Bhopal: In the Uttar Pradesh 
(UP) of Bahujan Samaj Party (BSP) 
and its Chief Minister (CM) Maya-
wati, loyal and committed cadres 
might be neglected when chosing 
candidates for next year’s polls, 
but those close to Behenji are skim-
ming the cream.

Latest to join the elite brigade 
is Khalijat ul-Kubra, wife of Mo-
hammad Jameel Ahmad, infor-
mation advisor to the CM, who 
has been named UP Chief In-
formation Commissioner (CIC). 
Needless to say, Kubra, a house-
wife from a conservative Muslim 
family, is hardly acquainted with 
the functioning of government. 
Even the office of CIC doesn’t 
have any background information 
about their new boss. Neither was 
Kubra’s educational background 
available with the Governor, who 
is supposed to approve the ap-
pointment. Though being UP’s 
first woman CIC may work in Ku-
bra’s favour, her appointment is 
expected to raise controversy.

Husband Jameel Ahmed al-
ready had a MoS rank as chairman 
of UP’s Science and Technology 
Board. With wife becoming CIC, 
there will be two lal battis under 
one roof. Ahmed, a former journal-
ist, came close to Behenji after he 
penned her biography: Mayawa-
ti—Iron Lady. 

Ahmed is not the first to man-
age a lal batti for his wife. Earlier, 
Poonam Sagar, wife of Mayawati-
aide Pawan Sagar, had been ap-
pointed chairperson of the state 
Women’s Commission, though this 
time, the post has gone to Abha 
Agnihotri, sister of Satish Chand 
Mishra, a BSP MP and Mayawati’s 
legal expert. The CM also named 
Namrata Pathak, wife of BSP Rajya 
Sabha member Brijesh Pathak, as 
vice-chairperson of the Women’s 
Commission, and a 2011 assembly 
candidate from Unnao. 

Whether it is Nasimuddin, 
heading three ministries, or en-
ergy minister Ramvir Upadhyaya, 
most senior ministers have got lu-
crative posts for spouses and sib-
lings. Ram Chandra Pradhan, BSP 
MLC, had his wife Anita Tewari 
Pradhan appointed chairperson 
of Cooperative Bank, while Ra-
jlaxmi Mittal, wife of R A Mittal, 
in-charge of the BSP headquar-
ters, will be Officer on Special 
Duty (OSD) for the CM.          ENS

Loyal BSP 
Cadres Could be 

Ignored in Favour 
of Family Values

Grieving mother with daughter 
Sonam’s body in Nighasan

WOMAN-UNFRIENDLY STATE

2007 2009

Rape

Kidnapping

Domestic 
violence

Molestation 

Dowry 
deaths

Sexual 
harassment

1648 1759

3363 5078

7650 8566

2522 2782

2076 2232

2882 2524

Crime against women in UP

(Source NCRB)      
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Arbitration Team Visits 
Kashmir Power Project Site
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