
UPA II in a Tizzy 
over Transparency

For the UPA government, transparency is the new 
survival mantra. Defence Minister A K Antony’s 
credibility eclipsed that of his colleagues when he 
said the nation was going through a transparency 
revolution. Antony is perceived as both the face and 
voice of the Congress Establishment. Simultane-
ously, Prime Minister Manmohan Singh directed 
the cabinet secretary to issue a six-page circular to 
all ministers asking them to declare not only their 
moveable and immovable assets but also their in-
terests in corporate entities, if 
any. This isn’t the first time. It is 
a routine question after budget 
sessions of Parliament, but has 
been met with indifference or 
partial compliance reports. The 
administration blocked all RTI 
queries on ministerial assets. The 
PMO put their assets list on the 
Government website. According 
to insiders, the new order came 
after civil society leaders made 
their assets public. Ironically, most ministerial 
declarations are near-repeats of what they submitted 
to the Election Commission in 2009. The Govern-
ment’s competitive transparency has now irked chief 
ministers and their cabinet colleagues. The political 
class is now desperately seeking lawyers and char-
tered accountants to keep their Assets and Liabilities 
Register in proper shape to avoid public ire but so 
far no one has declared imported cars or luxury 
palaces. They are also fuming over the leadership’s 
surrender to civil society leaders—whose own hunger 
for political harakiri is insatiable. Some ministers 
grumble in private that the time is not far away 
when they will be asked to make public their lunch 
and dinner menus too. Sonia and Manmohan would 
rather ride the transparency revolution even if means 
leaving others behind.

■

Alagiri Brings Back the Aggression 
The DMK wasn’t going to withdraw its support to the 
UPA government anyway. After M Karunanidhi’s emer-
gency party meeting in Chennai last week, the party’s 
strategy now is to fight for their jailed leaders legally, 
and assert its authority in the Government. Lacking 
work in their own state, its ministers are spending 
more time in their offices. The Government got a taste 
of DMK’s veto power when the Empowered Group of 
Ministers on Petroleum Product Prices had to postpone 
a meeting following Fertilisers Minister M K Alagiri’s 
surprise intervention. The EGoM was to clear an in-
crease in the prices of cooking gas, diesel, kerosene oil 
and petrol to offset losses of the state oil companies. But 
a 12th increase in less than a year would only add fuel 
to the fire of inflamed public opinion. The Centre raises 
over 18 per cent of its revenue from taxes on petroleum 
products. Pranabda and his market-friendly advisers 
don’t want the state to lose revenue or look for alterna-
tive sources to raise money. Alagiri spoilt the party by 
making it clear that the DMK wasn’t in favour of raising 
prices as it would have an adverse impact on fertiliser 
prices. Alagiri, who has been accused of ignoring his 
ministry, ambushed the prime minister by attending 
all Cabinet meetings and shooting off detailed letters 
on ministerial issues. Alagiri’s interference is the first 
visible bite of a wounded ally. No wonder, with one sun 
setting in the south, the other son is rising again in the 
Capital—and he has no skeletons in his cupboard.

■

NCP Goes About its Business
As the DMK asserts itself, the Nationalist Congress 
Party—another important UPA ally—is engaged in a 
war of nerves with the Congress leadership. With both 
Agriculture Minister Sharad Pawar and Minister for 
Heavy Industry Praful Patel under attack from a sec-
tion of the Congress, the NCP decided to take one step 
backward for two steps forward later. Their 12th an-
niversary celebration in Maharashtra was meant to be 
a gala affair but Pawar converted it into a sober politi-

cal meet. He advised 
his daughter Supriya 
Sule—a Lok Sabha 
MP and Kanimozhi’s 
best friend—to keep 
a low profile. Pawar 
kept the Congress 
guessing by keeping 
quiet on Ramdev. His 
party also scored by 

formally demanding that the century-old Dadar 
Railway Station be renamed Chaityabhoomi Railway 
Station, which is associated with the Dalit messiah 
Baba Ambedkar. Pawar has also sent ominous signals 
to the Congress by cosying up to opposition leaders 
like the TDP’s Chandrababu Naidu.

■

Manmohan’s Baba Hangover
On the face of it, the Government seems to be celebrat-
ing the abortion of the Ramdev movement. In private, 
it is scurrying to unearth moles within the establish-
ment who were leaking confidential information on 
Operation Baba. The PMO is baffled by how the media 
was informed about the supposedly secret airport visit 
of the four ministers accompanied by senior bureau-
crats to meet Ramdev, something he had decided only 
that morning. They were instructed to send him back 
from the airport itself. Pranabda was furious at the 
presence of TV vans and journalists . He escaped the 
cameras, but other ministers and babus couldn’t duck. 
An angry Prananbda asked the IB chief about the leak-
age. The hapless intelligence chief is in no position to 
disclose information as it involves a Union minister. 
According to IB sources, a cellphone call from a minis-
ter to the media was the leak and the PMO was briefed 
about it. Meanwhile, the police failure to monitor 
Baba’s movements after midnight has worried the 
home ministry. Once the police swooped down on the 
dais, Baba disappeared and was untraceable for nearly 
two hours. They caught him later, but imagine what 
could have happened had the Baba got away! 
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The tattered velvet 
gloves are finally 
off and the knuckle-
dusters are back 
in action. Democ-
racy, we are being 

told by the self-anointed knights of 
the Congress (not in shinning ar-
mour anymore), is in peril and the 
battle against the ‘Fascists’ has to be 
fought in their own style—adopting 
the same Fascist strategy and tactics. 
Hitting below the belt and stabbing 
in the back no holds barred, nothing 
is unfair anymore. Those who dare 
to dissent or demonstrate against 
the ‘elected government of the day’—
even peacefully—must be crushed 
brutally. When the viola-
tion of fundamental and 
human rights is exposed, 
the ‘Operation Whitewash’ 
is immediately launched. 
Damning evidence against 
opponents dug up by 
government agencies years 
ago suddenly surfaces and 
dozens of probes gather 
momentum. The High 
Command may not be 
visible but the Dirty Tricks 
department is certainly 
working overtime. 

Shades of the pre-Emer-
gency days in 1975 are 
clearly discernible and the 
swagger of the spokesper-
son representing the dom-
inant partner in the ruling 
coalition has assumed in-
sufferable impertinence. 
Senior leaders like Digvi-
jaya Singh have not exactly 
covered themselves with 
glory by repeatedly using 
undignified language and 
lowering the level of po-
litical discourse. Not content with 
calling Baba Ramdev a “thug” he 
has sarcastically commented on the 
Sushma Swaraj Jig at Rajghat by 
labelling the BJP as a “nachaniya” 
party. Another leading light and the 
legal luminary, Kapil Sibal, at the 
same time is registering hurt at the 
unparliamentary language used by 
the Anna Hazare team. His choice 
of words may be more discreet but 
his tone is no less insolent. 

Manish Tiwari shuttling between 
TV studios manages miraculously 
to catch his breath to outshout the 
opposition quite oblivious of the 
damage done to the sober ratio-
nal image of the prime minister. 
Abhishek Manu Singhvi surfacing 
after self-imposed or enforced ab-
sences from the briefings engages 
in self-indulgent sophistry accusing 
the questioners of semantics, and 
poor Jayanti Natrajan fumbles and 
stumbles trying to make the most of 
the opportunity as a step knee. The 
only exception is Janardhan Dwive-
di who remains polite and unper-
turbed in face of great provocation. 

All of them tie themselves in knots 

trying to keep Soniaji and Rahulji 
out of the line of fire and end up ei-
ther shooting themselves in the foot 
or putting both feet in their mouth in 
an effort to distance the party presi-
dent from Manmohan Singh’s Gov-
ernment. Utter bankruptcy of ideas 
is evident in these debates when the 
only accusation they can hurl at the 
opponents is the charge of ‘commu-
nalism’. Anyone who talks of cor-
ruption is a front for the Hindutva 
forces or a member of the Sangha 
Parivar who hasn’t come out of the 
closet. Ironically, a genuine secular 
fundamentalist like Mani Shankar 
Aiyar has long been sidelined. His 
forte was rapier sharp repartee and 

never lacking in logic; he has always 
had the honesty to admit a mistake. 
No one ever accused Mani of false 
modesty but despite close friend-
ship with Rajiv Gandhi, he never 
could be faulted on rectitude or 
propriety. But when you decide to 
rely on street fighters to win politi-
cal battles, intellect and integrity are 
obviously not in great demand. 

The Congress logic is bewilder-
ing, “We have been elected and how 
can anyone think of destabilising 
our Government? The Opposition 
has been rejected by the people and 
they must wait till the next General 
Election to settle scores.” How easily 
have the great constitutional experts 
in the Cabinet forgotten the funda-
mental rights and the role of Oppo-
sition in a democracy! Surely, elec-
toral victory is not synonymous with 
divine right to rule dictatorially.

The prime minister has lost not 
only his credibility but also almost all 
the lustre of a once-clean image. In 
popular estimation, he is presiding 
over a coterie of corrupt colleagues; 
not all can be explained away invok-
ing the coalition dharma. The pro-

verbial last straw on the back of the 
camel has been his utterly insensitive 
remark about the midnight crack-
down on sleeping protesters in the 
Ramlila Maidan. His admission that 
he has no magic wand to get rid of 
corruption has come too late to buy 
him any respite. His flip-flops have 
been many and the greatest disap-
pointment has been his failure on the 
economic front. When he mumbles 
yet one more time that the “law will 
take its own course” or that “I have 
asked the agencies to do their job 
without fear or favour”, no one both-
ers to read his lips anymore. When 
one thinks of the Good Doctor, one 
is reminded of Milton’s line in a dif-

ferent context. “They also 
serve who stand and wait.” 

It was said after the elec-
tion that Advani calling 
Manmohan Singh a weak 
PM had cost BJP dear, but 
by now there is general 
agreement that he is in-
deed lacking in spirit when 
firmness is required. Much 
before the present fiasco, 
he had gladly abdicated all 
responsibility and created 
the ungainly institution 
the Empowered Group of 
Ministers that subverted 
the Cabinet system. Much 
of the mess of the Com-
monwealth Games or in-
ability to cope with any 
other challenge has re-
sulted from this innova-
tion. Nor can he absolve 
himself from un-bottling 
the jinn of civil society by 
legitimising the NAC pre-
sided over by the Congress 
President. It is not unrea-
sonable to suggest that it is 

the invisibility of the prime minister 
and his inability to lead that has em-
boldened the more ambitious and 
adventurous members of his party 
to opt for strong-arm options. 

Unfortunately for the Congress, 
India of 2011 is very different from 
1975. Today non-Congress govern-
ments rule some of the most popu-
lous states and not all are BJP-led. 
The judiciary and media are not 
likely to be browbeaten or cowed 
down by bullies and braggarts—
elected or otherwise. These men 
who strut pompously—self-styled 
leaders without any followers—can’t 
even be pitied. They are flawed not 
by any heroic hubris but by a Titanic 
arrogance of a puppet casting a larg-
er-than-life shadow as long the play 
lasts, basking only in the reflected 
glory of the supreme leader as long 
as they don’t fall from her grace. 
Those who at the moment are flex-
ing their muscles and brandishing 
the iron fist are well advised to pon-
der their own feet of clay.

The writer is a professor 
of international studies at 

Jawaharlal Nehru University

IT IS THE INVISIBILITY OF THE PRIME 
MINISTER AND HIS INABILITY TO LEAD 

THAT HAS EMBOLDENED THE MORE 
AMBITIOUS PARTY MEMBERS TO OPT 

FOR STRONG-ARM OPTIONS. 

Pawar (left) and Patel
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Nuclear Menace in the Neighbourhood: 
The prospect of the Taliban and the jihadis gain-
ing access to Pakistan’s nuclear arsenal is not fan-
ciful. Pakistan’s assurances that they are secure 
are unconvincing in view of the recent attack on 
the Mehran naval station which establishes that 

al-Qaeda militants had managed to infiltrate the ranks of the 
Pakistan navy to gain not only sympathisers but also recruits 
in the naval ranks. What is most disturbing is Pakistan’s official 
statement that it was unfortunate that people within their ranks 
had been found to have links with the extremists. It went on to 
say that the navy too is part of the Pakistani society that is breed-
ing extremism, so it was just a matter of time when something 
like this happened! In light of these revelations statement of the 
disgraced nuclear scientist AQ Khan that the Taliban and ex-
ternal forces cannot seize Pakistan’s nuclear weapons because 
they are kept in tunnels and in safe sites and that very few rel-
evant people exactly know about their location is a masterpiece 
of humbug. 

Can AQ Khan or the Pakistan military establishment guaran-
tee that none of those so-called relevant persons in the know 
have links or sympathy with the Talibans? Obviously not. It is 
widely reported that Pakistani military generals are concerned 
that their ranks have been penetrated by Islamist jihadis who 
are aiding militants in the campaign against Pakistan. Pakistani 
intelligence has claimed to have arrested five people for alleged 

links with the terrorist attack 
on the naval airbase in Kara-
chi that killed 10 security per-
sonnel.

And to top it all, the Tali-
ban are confident that they 
will take over Pakistan and 
its nukes. This may appear 
to be a boastful claim but it 
should not be laughed away 
in view of the growing Tali-
banisation of Pakistan. Nec-
essary preventive action is 
imperative. The problem is 
about the form and nature 
of that action. It is reported 

that the US has plans to seize the nuclear stockpile should the 
necessity arise. US expert, Dr Jack Caravelli, a former adviser to 
at least two US presidents, has confirmed that secret plans are 
in place to take control of Pakistan’s nuclear weapons in case 
terrorists take over control of that country. Caravelli’s statement 
should be understood in light of the statement of former Paki-
stani diplomat Asif Ezdi that in the aftermath of the US raid in 
Abbottabad resulting in the killing of Osama bin Laden, the na-
tion’s confidence in the viability of its defence has been badly 
shaken. On the other hand, US Senator John Kerry gave a reas-
suring ‘guarantee’ that the US had no designs on Islamabad’s 
nuclear weapons but added that it would be irresponsible for 
the US government not to have some kind of plans, given what it 
knows and understands of the current nuclear situation in Paki-
stan. Here is a case of confusion worse confounded. 

The issue is not regarding Pakistan’s sincerity about safe-
guarding its nuclear arsenal but about its capability of doing 
so. One need not be dubbed an alarmist to urge that the top-
most priority should be to prevent at any cost any part of 
Pakistan’s nuclear arsenal falling in the hands of the Taliban and 
other jihadis having links with al-Qaeda. These barbarians 
would have no compunction—indeed would deem it their 
religious duty—to unleash the nuclear weapons primar-
ily against India and other so-called enemies of Islam among 
whom the US tops the list. What is needed is urgent action be-
fore it is too late. National sovereignty and international law are 
important. However, the survival of humanity is equally, if not 
more, important.

The writer is a former Attorney General of India

Is Pakistan Capable of 
Guarding its N-arsenal? 

SOLI J SORABJEEMUSINGS

THE TALIBAN ARE 
CONFIDENT THAT 
THEY WILL TAKE OVER 
PAKISTAN AND ITS 
NUCLEAR ARSENAL. 
THIS MAY APPEAR TO 
BE A BOASTFUL CLAIM 
BUT IT SHOULD NOT 
BE LAUGHED AWAY 
IN VIEW OF THE 
GROWING TALIBANISA-
TION OF PAKISTAN.

No astrologer is needed to tell us who 
actually ordered Operation Eviction 
at New Delhi’s Ramlila Maidan on last 
Saturday midnight and why. The very 
crowd that was peaceful throughout 
three days and nights of fasting and 
satyagraha suddenly is declared hostile; 

the permission given is suddenly withdrawn; and the 
Baba is arrested at midnight .

For Rahul Gandhi, who the other day raised hell 
over the alleged human rights violation  by the Uttar 
Pradesh Government in the Greater Noida village of 
Bhatta-Parsaul, to ask his partymen to defend the 
Central government’s police brutality in Delhi, 
speaks volume of his crocodile tear shedding at 
Bhatta-Parsaul. Though over  100 people were 
injured with many being critical, he did not even 
had the courtesy to visit the suffering either at the 
hospital or in the gurudwara, where the families 
evicted at midnight had sought shelter.

Before 4 p.m. on Saturday, Baba Ramdev was 
an honoured guest, with Government ministers 
courting him in five-star luxury styles and after 
that, he is portrayed as a demon. The Emergency 
scenario is replayed to the last coma. Suddenly, 
investigating agencies are let loose against the 
Baba, like the Congress did in 1975 against the 
Opposition leaders.

This has led analysts to point out that Prime 
Minister Dr Manmohan Singh was for a “soft 
power” approach to the Baba and therefore ar-
ranged to placate the yoga guru before he started 
his fast, but the real power behind his throne was 
at variance on this issue. It was when the Govern-
ment failed to either buy or browbeat the Baba 
that the party boss got the opportunity to overrule 
the prime minister and order the crackdown. The 

sordid operation had to be at midnight to rub in 10 
Janpath’s anger at the Baba questioning the imperial 
throne. One is reminded of Churchill’s disdain for Ma-
hatma Gandhi describing him as the “half-naked fakir” 
challenging the British imperial power.

The RSS baiter and Congress General Secretary 
Digvijaya Singh in early May was so considerate to 
Osama bin Laden that he deplored the US disrespect to 
the body of the dreaded terrorist, whom he referred to as 
“Bin Ladenji”. When it comes to a worldwide-hon-
oured yoga guru and sadhu, the adjective that falls 
from his mouth is “thug”.

The first stone against both corruption and black 
money was thrown by Advaniji as early as 2009 on the 

eve of the General Election. The Congress was hoping 
that with its electoral victory that year it had ghost of  
the twin kids of its political immorality, namely cor-
ruption and black money abroad, laid to rest.

But these ghosts came back when the high constitu-
tional authority, the CAG, exposed the 2G spectrum 
scam and out of the cupboards of the Congress and 
its Government tumbled out one scam after another, 
threatening to bury the Government. The expression of   
resultant massive public anger pushed the ruling elite 
in panic mode. That explains Phase One—the journey 
to the airport by four senior ministers and the red 
carpet to the Baba.

But the Baba refused to play ball and become the 
Congress’s foil against the anti-corruption 
movement led by Anna Hazare, or pipe down 
on his demand for stringent action against 
people stacking Indian funds abroad. He is de-
clared persona non grata . The Congress now 
i n v e n t s  t h e  “ c o m m u n a l  f o r c e s  l e d 
by RSS and BJP” as the vi l lain be-
hind the Baba, out to destabilise the 
Government and the country.

Both in 1975-77 and then in 1989 on Bofors, the 
Congress faced the humiliation of being 
thrown out of power despite all the fascist-like 
appeal to “One Nation, One Leader” and “anti-
national forces financed by the CIA” scenario. 
The prime minister seems to be apologetic by 
describing the police action as “unfortunate” 
but the Congress party justifies it, making 
Dr Singh look ridiculous in public eye. Once 
again it is the Prime Minister’s Office that has 
been brought down a notch further while the 
party president hammers home her image as 
the arbiter of our destiny. How long would 
this contradiction last? Not for long.

The writer is a BJP MP. E-mail 
him at punjbalbir@gmail.com

PMO Has Once Again Been Brought Down as 
Party President Plays Arbiter of Our Destiny
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