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Sheela ki jawaani 
causes a suicide

North India endures 
40 degree temperature

Sister to meet death 
row brother in Lahore

SC judge nostalgic about 
pre-militancy Kashmir

A woman named Sheela, 32, 
committed suicide in Bijnore, 
UP, after being teased by neigh-
bours on a Bollywood film song 
Sheela ki Jawani police said 
today. She sprinkled kerosene 
and set herself afire yesterday.

Mercury hovered around 40ºC 
mark across north India, with 
Delhi experiencing sultry 
weather after a few days of 
respite. Mercury climbed to 
40.6ºC in the city, a notch 
above normal. 

Dalbir Kaur, sister of Indian 
prisoner Sarabjit Singh, on 
death row in Pakistan, will 
cross over to the neighbouring 
country on Monday to meet her 
brother in Kotlakpathrai prison 
in Lahore.

Supreme Court judge, Justice T 
S Thakur was today overcome by 
emotions as he reminisced about 
pre-militancy days in the Kash-
mir Valley, where he practiced in 
the High Court, while addressing 
a programme in Srinagar.

U P   H A R Y A N A   D E L H I   J & K

NORTH

Information and Broadcast-
ing Minister Ambika Soni 
in conversation with Editori-
al Director Prabhu Chaw-
la on ETV’s Sachi Baat.

What’s the need for a 
new media GoM (group 
of  ministers)  when 
you’re running the min-
istry efficiently? 
These days the government’s 
scope of work has increased 
so much that it is very hard 
for one person to have infor-
mation of all the programmes 
happening in its ambit.
Was it formed because 
the government faced 
a severe Opposition at-
tack, and big ministers 
had to come together? 
The GoM was not a reactive 
step because of news regard-
ing Lokpal or the 2G issue, 
nor was it constituted in a 
hurry. Hence it cannot be 
termed a knee-jerk reaction.   
Issues concerning black 
money, 2G, are be-
ing raised. But Pranab 
Mukherjee does not 
have the financial de-
tails. Why doesn’t he 
speak ?
Pranab Mukherjee addressed a press 
conference two or three months ago, 
giving exhaustive information on 
black money. I was present too. 
You say a lot of work has been 
done on black money. Five com-
mittees have been formed, every 
second week some announce-
ments are made regarding them, 
without any tangible results. 
We have formed three committees to 
look into the issue. We have signed bi-
lateral MoU’s with many countries all 
over the world regarding taxation and 
information, and vice versa. 
Any action being taken against 
anyone? 
Work is happening, but we don’t have 
the permission to give out information 

yet. When you sign a bilateral agree-
ment with a country, they also have 
pre-conditions to be adhered to.
Any big names that are being in-
vestigated? 
The finance minister has said that 
some foreign governments have some 
names. The court knows it. 
In your view, should the Prime 
Minister be in the ambit of the 
Lokpal? 
I am a minister in the Union Cabi-
net; my individual views have no rel-
evance.  
Now that Baba Ramdev is going 
on hunger strike, will you form a 
new committee to placate him? 
I cannot stop him from sitting on a 
hunger strike. It is not as if the govern-
ment is hesitant or reluctant to tackle 

the vexing issue of black 
money. UPA II under Dr 
Manmohan Singh’s leader-
ship has taken many impor-
tant steps. Many committees 
have been formed to tackle 
the issue of black money. 
Recently, your chief min-
isterial candidate in Pun-
jab, Captain Amrinder 
Singh, said that Dev-
ender Pal Singh Bhullar 
should not be given capi-
tal punishment, that will 
not solve any problems. 
Today there is a worldwide 
debate on capital punish-
ment. In our country also the 
debate is on. He simply said 
that he is personally against 
capital punishment. 
Then the same standard 
applies to Afzal Guru. In 
Bhullar’s case, the court 
has announced its ver-
dict, and his mercy peti-
tion rejected. Shouldn’t 
the court’s sentence be 
obeyed? 
Yes, the law of the land says 
so; if the mercy petition is 
rejected then capital punish-
ment cannot be commuted. 
You said 700 channels 
are operating in the 

country today. In the past two 
years more than 70 channels 
were given approvals by your 
ministry. It seems you have a 
very liberal approach towards 
granting TV permits. 
Our policy is open; the media has been 
a great beneficiary of this policy. When 
I took charge I announced the present 
requirements for companies who seek 
to start a new channel, concerning 
turnover, net capital and experience 
of companies.
Hence you will not permit new 
channels until a new policy is 
ready. 
Yes. Until the new policy is decided, 
no new channels will be permitted to 
start operations. 

‘UPA Not Hesitant on Black Money Issue’

Despite his landslide victory in Bihar, Chief Min-
ister Nitish Kumar keeps reminding his political 
constituency there could have been no Chan-

dragupta without a Chanakaya. In poll-bound Uttar 
Pradesh, Chief Minister Mayawati continues to project 
lieutenant Satish Chandra Misra as the Brahmin face of 
her sarvajan hitay policy. Meanwhile, having unsuccess-
fully tried OBC Kalyan Singh and Thakur Rajnath Singh 
to regain its lost paradise in the heartland, the BJP is in-
voking Atal Bihjari Vajpayee’s name to woo Brahmins.

Over three decades after being marginalised in the po-
litical landscape of Indo-Gangetic planes by the emphat-
ic political assertion of low caste parties, Brahmins are 
again in demand in the market place of electoral politics. 
Traditionally employed as priests, scholars and teachers, 
Brahmins are at the top of India’s caste hierarchy and 
have shown remarkable resilience. For centuries, kings 
derived legitimacy from the ritual investiture of their 
Brahmin priests. Brahmins played the role of advisors 

to kings. While the kings 
were hardly puppets in 
their hands, the latter 
did wield immense in-
fluence and power, suc-
cessfully managing key 
positions as advisors 
to rulers even during 
the Moghul and British 
rule. 

Post-Independence, they were the bulwark of the 
Congress party’s Muslim-Dalit coalitions in north India 
and occupied key posts in successive central and state 
governments, even though they were somewhat mar-
ginalised by anti-Brahmin movements of south India.

Anti-Brahmanism surfaced in the north in the 1980’s 
with the mobisation of OBCs, which threw up lead-
ers like Charan Singh and Karpoori Thakur as rallying 
points of an anti-Congressism that saw the likes of Lalu 
Prasad and Mulayam Singh ascend to power in Bihar 
and UP. The Brahmins have now found a new rele-
vance in politics following fragmentation of lower caste 
consolidations in Bihar and UP. While Nitish Kumar 
humbled Lalu in Bihar, Mayawati undid Mulayam in 
UP. Interpolated with the fact that J Jayalalitha, a Brah-
min, now rules Tamil Nadu, home to one of the oldest 
anti-Brahmin movements, this might suggest that the 
politics of caste in India has reached full circle. But it has 
not. For instead of leading, the Brahmins in north India 
have now adapted themselves to the new situation, and 
are content with having a smaller piece of the cake.

One significant feature of India’s caste calculus is the 
complexity of its hierarchical structure. While categori-
sations like Upper Castes, Other Backward Castes and 
Scheduled Castes, there are intricate hierarchical pat-
terns within these clusters. On the one hand, this has led 
to demand for exclusion or inclusion of specific castes 
from one category to another, to reap benefits of job 
reservations. On the other hand, it has resulted in sub-
categorisations within established caste clusters, such as 
most backward OBCs and most backward SCs castes.

The second aspect of caste structure is that relation-
ships between different caste groups is a dynamic one, 
and keeps shifting from antagonistic mode to coopera-
tive mode during different period society’s evolution. 

What makes Mayawati’s Dalit-Brahmin axis differ-
ent from the Congress party’s Brahmin-Dalit axis of the 
past, is that the former is the top-side down version of 
the latter’s caste pyramid.
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RESILIENCE HELP 
BRAHMINS REGAIN 
RELEVANCE IN NORTH

Three decades after 
marginalisation in 
Indo-Gangetic plane 
politics by low caste 
parties, Brahmins are 
again in demand.

OPINION    YOGESH VAJPAYI

The going has got, well, mur-
derous for Uttar Pradesh 
Chief Minister Mayawati 

in the countdown to the next As-
sembly elections, due before May 
2012. Her lieutenants are missing 
in action, the state’s law and order 
situation is worrisome, and the Op-
position is on the warpath. 

The UP State Development 
Council epitomises the deadly lim-
bo the BSP government finds itself 
in. Its office is deserted nowadays 
as the staff idle time away. Chair-
man Satish Chand Mishra, a Rajya 
Sabha MP, has not attended for 
three months. Whether or not he 
has been asked by Mayawati to stay 
away, the situation is ominous as he 
has been her most trusted political 
and legal advisor, as well as archi-
tect of BSP’s social engineering.

Mishra’s supporters in the BSP’s 
Brahmin lobby say, “Mishraji is 
busy with Behenji’s litigation work 
in Delhi”. Others say Mishra is in 
an extended sulk over Mayawati’s 
decision to drop his brother Anant 
Kumar Mishra from her cabinet. 
In the first week of April, a senior 
medical officer, Dr B P Singh, was 
killed by unknown assailants in 
Lucknow’s posh Gomati Nagar. In 
the wake of mounting criticism, 
two ministers—Babu Singh Kush-
waha and Mishra—were dropped. 
Dr Singh worked in Kushwaha’s 
Family Planning and Welfare de-
partment. Health minister Anant 
Kumar Mishra had nothing to do 
with the murder, feels brother S C 
Mishra, who is not attending the 
Dalit-Brahmin bhaichara commit-
tee meetings. His absence is feeding 
rumours of disintegration of BSP’s 
Brahmin-Dalit front, that had spec-
tacular success in the 2007 assem-
bly polls, stunning political parties 
and analysts with 206 seats, the 
first time in two decades a party had 
got a standalone mandate in UP. 

Babu Singh Kushwaha, holding 
half-a-dozen important portfo-
lios and another trusted Mayawati 

hand, had been calling the shots till 
two months ago. Party sources say 
Kushawaha, who represents the 
OBC lobby in the BSP, is sulking 
for being cut down to size, and his 
portfolios being given to his arch ri-
val Nasimuddin, who now holds 13 
portfolios—the most powerful min-
ister after the CM. But Mayawati is 
facing heat on his account too, as 

his name figures in the murder of a 
Hamirpur businessman, into which 
Allahabad High Court has ordered 
a CBI inquiry on a petition alleging 
the police was not investigating the 
case properly. Nasimuddin is alleg-
edly behind the coverup, as one of 
the four accused is related to him. 

Yet another minister, Rajpal 
Tyagi, has his name in the murder 

of Brahmpal, a BSP corporator in 
Ghaziabad, shot on June 1. His son 
Shashikant named Tyagi, minis-
ter for agri-education, as accused. 
Mayawati’s repeated warnings to 
rein in her ministers and MLAs 
have proved futile, as even be-
fore the above-mentioned events, 
nearly a dozen BSP ministers and 
MLAs were in jail. “BSP ministers 
and MLAs are causing havoc, and 
the police are a tool in their hands,” 
says BJP MLC and spokesperson, 
Hridaya Narain Dixit. He thinks 
the state police is behaving like an 
arm of the ruling party. 

The BSP is a product of politics of 
identity, with Dalits polarised under 
their umbrella in reaction to social, 
political and economic exploitation 
by upper castes, particularly Brah-
mins and Rajputs. The substantial 
presence of Brahmin-led upper 
castes in the BSP government and 
Mayawati’s bid to placate the upper 
castes—declaring and keeping her 
word on not installing Ambedkar 
statues in the districts, rescinding 

her decision of installing a Periyar 
statue in Lucknow, and asking the 
police to register Dalit atrocity cases 
only after proper investigations—
had damaged her Dalit votebase, 
as reflected by BSP’s poor perfor-
mance in the 2009 Lok Sabha polls. 
Mayawati has gone back-to-basics 
now, pushing with renewed vigour 
BSP’s Dalit agenda. Her memo-

rial mission is back on track too, 
and she has declared her successor 
would only be a Jatav. 

Another growing worry for the 
BSP is the Pasis, its major support 
base among Dalits after Jatavs. 
“Pasis have been neglected by BSP 
in the government and party. The 
two Pasi ministers—Indrajit Saroj 
and Rampal Verma—are sidelined. 
Most Pasi officers haven’t got key 
posts, and not a single Pasi is a BSP 
district chief. No wonder they de-
serted BSP in the 2009 polls,” says 
Ram Lakhan Pasi, president of 
Veerangana Udaa Devi Sansthan, 
a Pasi NGO. 

Mayawati is increasingly seen as 
insensitive and aloof, a perception 
underlined recently by the death of 
a Noida Employees Union member 
after 13 days of a dharna she didn’t 
care to respond to. She can however 
move quickly when she wants. Even 
as the Congress sought to make po-
litical capital from Bhatta-Parsaul, 
she called a Kisan Panchayat in Luc-
know on June 2 to meet agitating 
farmers directly. Soon after, she an-
nounced a fresh package for farmers 
who had been on a collision course 
with the government. The govern-
ment had already dropped the 
Ganga Express Highway and Upper 
Ganga Express Highway projects 
involving acquisition of over 10,000 
hectares of farmland. It has now an-
nounced it would only be a facilita-
tor, and private builders would pur-
chase land directly from farmers.

The BSP government also faces 
charges of corruption. The BJP has 
released a CD listing 50 scandals 
involving the BSP government. 
“We would soon disclose names 
of the beneficiaries of the scandals 
that took place in the Mayawati 
government,” says BJP state chief 
Surya Pratap Shahi. It’s a charge 
with resonance: two years ago, 
Mayawati paid income tax of `26 
crore to become highest taxpaying 
politician. She may well have to ex-
plain that to voters next year.

Behenji in her Labyrinth
Mayawati looks increasingly beleaguered with ministers involved in murder cases and her social engineering project floundering

Gulaothi (UP): Taking 
note of recent accidents 
involving choppers and a 
light aircraft, the Director-
ate General of Civil Avia-
tion (DGCA) Saturday said 
a stricter audit of safety 
guidelines’ compliance was 
in the offing. “Our biggest 
priority right now is safety. 
The (image of) India’s avia-
tion sector is dented with 
back to back chopper and 
a light aircraft crashes,” 
a senior official with the 
aviation watchdog said, on 
condition of anonymity.

According to the official, 
apart from strengthening 
DGCA’s regional safety 
structure, the agency was 
also contemplating to in-
crease its interaction with 

state aviation agencies. 
“Every state has its own 
civil aviation bureau, the 
ambit of operational safety 
and compliance enforce-
ment in terms of guidelines 
is there,” said the official.

Apart from strengthen-
ing safety guidelines and 
compliance apparatus, 
DGCA recently conducted 
an audit of some dispensa-
tions which were provided 
to airlines on account of 
special cases.

“We have gone case-by-
case to assess if these dis-
pensations were actually 
required or not. The final 
call on these cases is of the 
director general (DG), who 
ordered the audit,” the of-
ficial said.       IANS

Aviation Regulator for 
Better Rule Compliance 

By SUBHASH MISHRA

MAYA’S WOES
➔ Growing charges of 
     corruption.
➔ Failing law and order 
     situation in the state.
➔ Trusted lieutenants sulking   
     and lying low.
➔ Ambitious projects like Ganga 
    Express Way dropped
➔ Wayward ministers and MLAs 
     a constant headache.
➔ Social engineering on the 
     verge of collapse.

We have formed three committees 
to look into black money, and signed 
MoU’s with many nations on taxation 

WITH BHAJAN’S DEATH, 
HARYANA’S LAL ERA ENDS

Chandigarh: For over three 
decades, Haryana’s political 
scene has been dominated 
by three Lals. The trio of Devi 
Lal, Bansi Lal and Bhajan 
Lal have virtually shaped 
the state’s destiny since its 
creation on Nov 1, 1966. But 
with the death of three-time 
Chief Minister Bhajan Lal in 
Hisar on Friday, the Lal era 
has come to an end.

The ‘Lals of Haryana’, as 
described by the media, re-
mained CMs for nearly 28 
out of the 31 years between 
1968-99. While Devi Lal and 
Bansi Lal were Jats, Bhajan 
Lal held on his own as a non-
Jat leader. He was a Bishnoi 
and was a small trader in 
Adampur, near Hisar, before 
starting his political career at 
the local level. All three were 
with the Congress party at 
some stage. While Devi was 
associated with it during pre-
Independence days, Bansi 
left it in 1996 and Bhajan 
parted company in 2007.

Devi Lal, father of former 
CM Om Prakash Chautala, 
himself was Haryana CM 
between June 1977-June 
1979 and again between July 
1987-December 1989. In 
1989, he became the deputy 
prime minister of India, and 
died in April 2001 at age 86.

Bansi Lal, known for his 
strict control over adminis-
tration, was CM thrice—from 
1968-1975, 1985-87 and 
1996-99. Much of Haryana’s 
development took place in his 
first two tenures. He was also 
a powerful Union minister 
in Indira Gandhi’s cabinet—
with portfolios like defence, 
railways and transport. 

Bhajan Lal, who started 
with the Congress in 1968 as 
a legislator from Adampur, 
switched to the Janata Party 
in 1977. Known for his acu-
men to engineer quick defec-
tions by legislators, Bhajan 
Lal walked out with several 
Janata Party legislators in 
1979 to join the Congress. He 
then managed to get invited 
to form the government, 
despite being in a minority 
in 1982. He was CM thrice—
from 1979-82, 1982-86 and 
1991-96. He led the Congress 
to victory in the 2005 assem-
bly polls, but was sidelined in 
favour of Bhupinder Singh 
Hooda as the CM. 

This left Bhajan Lal sulk-
ing. He finally floated his 
own party, the Haryana Jan-
hit Congress (HJC), in De-
cember 2007 with son Kul-
dip Bishnoi. Bhajan Lal died 
Friday at the age of 80 years 
after a heart attack.        IANS

Bansi Lal

The recent air ambulance crash in Faridabad

Devi Lal Bhajan Lal
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