
Malnutrition Grows as Corruption Eats Into Welfare Schemes

The mostly air-
borne jetset lead-
ership of the BJP 
in Delhi finally 
decided to land 
on planet earth 

last week. After ignoring the 
real leaders and achievers of the 
nationalist movement for nearly 
two years, the party high com-
mand chose to hold a dialogue 
with them about the fate and 
future of the party, which has 
neither identity nor ideology.

For the past seven years, its 
leaders have been speaking in 
many voices on almost every 
national issue. Finally, wis-
dom seems to have dawned on 
its youngest party president in 
history, Nitin Gadkari. Early 
last week, when he summoned 
all BJP chief ministers includ-
ing a deputy chief minister, 
the agenda was crystal clear. 
Contrary to general percep-
tion, they weren’t convened 
to be made accountable for 
any lapse in governance. Nor 
were they summoned for their 
performance to be audited by 
the occupants of 11 Ashoka 
Road, who themselves have 
nothing to show. Instead, all 
the chief ministers were given 
an agenda in advance and 
were told to come prepared 
to educate their ill-informed 
party leaders in the Capital 
about their achievements and 
performance. The chief min-
isters who attended the two-
day summit were Narendra 
Modi (Gujarat), Arjun Munda 
(Jharkhand), Raman Singh 
(Chhattisgarh), Prem Kumar 
Dhumal (Himachal Pradesh), 
Shivraj Singh Chouhan (Mad-
hya Pradesh), Ramesh Pokhriyal 
Nishank (Uttarakhand) and Su-
shil Kumar Modi, deputy chief 
minister (Bihar). The conclave, 
presided over by Gadkari, was 
also attended by all the members 
of the BJP Parliamentary Party 
Board, those in charge of various 
BJP-ruled states, and its general 
secretaries. Gadkari had sum-
moned all of them to put in place 
a system that would ensure better 
accountability, transparency in 
governance and perfect coordi-
nation between the state govern-
ments and the party. 

During the 14-odd hours of 
marathon debate, dialogue and 
discussion, all the chief ministers 
left for home with an assurance 
that they would not only get their 
deserved place in the party’s de-
cision-making forums but would 
also receive full support in fight-
ing the Central government. The 
meeting also concluded on a con-
fident note that if the party was 
to rule the country in 2014, the 
big shots in Delhi had better sink 
their differences and bury their 
inflated egos. The chief minis-

ters also resolved to meet more 
frequently and conduct proper 
scrutiny of their delivery systems. 
Gadkari outlined the future con-
tours of the BJP’s politics when 
he thundered that 36 per cent of 
India’s population is governed 
by the party while the Congress 
rules only around 31 per cent.

Though such meetings have 
been held in the past, never be-
fore has the party given a col-
lective hearing to the woes of its 

chief ministers who continue to 
perform well in their states; some 
have even beaten the incumbency 
factor by winning elections twice 
in their respective states. All the 
chief ministers made power-
ful presentations to Gadkari on 
their accomplishments which 
they claim have been recognised 
even by their opponents, while 
remain unappreciated by their 
own leaders. 

While the objective behind the 
meeting was to prepare for a mas-
sive offensive against the Centre 
on corruption, the state bosses ex-
ploited every opportunity to plead 
their case with the party bosses. 
The tone and tenor of  the chief 
ministers left no one in doubt that 
they were fighting a lonely battle 
without any visible support from 
the central leadership. Since one 
of the topics for discussion was 
Centre-state relations, almost all 
the BJP chief ministers poured out 
their sorry tales of discrimination 
by the Central government. Al-
most all gave details about the de-
lays in releasing legitimate funds 
by the Centre for schemes that are 
Centrally sponsored. Chouhan 
set the tone. He complained that 

the Centre has invented convo-
luted means to defame BJP state 
governments by not implementing 
and completing Central projects 
and then blaming the state 
government for their failures. He 
gave the example of the pathetic 
conditions of all the national 
highways passing through Mad-
hya Pradesh caused by negligence 
of the Centre-controlled National 
Highways Authority of India—
something the local Congress 

leaders blame the BJP 
government for. Similarly, 
Nishank expressed his 
helplessness in fighting 
the Congress propaganda 
of not providing enough 
food and funds for people 
living below the poverty 
line because the Centre 
simply wasn’t releasing 
the needed funds.

A majority of the chief 
ministers were upset 
with the lack of support 
from the central party 
leadership in fighting the 
interference of the gov-
ernors who were stalling 
pro-people legislations in 
BJP-ruled states. Accord-
ing to them, over half-a-
dozen bills are pending 
with the governors of 
Madhya Pradesh, Chhat-
tisgarh, Karnataka and 
Gujarat for their consent. 
As one put it, “The gov-
ernors are behaving like 
Congress agents. They in-
terfere in our daily affairs 
and encourage dissidence 
within the bureaucracy.” 
The chief ministers were 

particularly annoyed with the 
Centre for inciting senior civil 
servants against the state Gov-
ernment and promising lucrative 
assignments in Delhi as rewards. 

Expectedly, it was Narendra 
Modi who stole the show and left 
no one in doubt that he would 
like the performance of the BJP’s 
Parliamentary Party to be au-
dited. He conceded the need for 
accountability, evaluation and 
transparency. But he asked the 
leadership to also conduct an 
appraisal of the performance of 
its MPs who are also looking for 
direction. In an indirect criticism 
of the BJP high command, Modi 
wanted to know how a party with 
almost 150 MPs in Parliament 
isn’t able to fight the misuse of 
Central government agencies 
against the Gujarat government 
and him personally. If Gadkari 
succeeds in his agenda of getting 
the real winners and performers 
in the BJP on board the deci-
sion-making apparatus, he may 
succeed where his predecessors 
failed—making the national lead-
ers without a territory of their 
own in the party irrelevant.
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People across Kabul celebrated the US op-
eration that killed Osama bin Laden. Wel-
coming the action, President Hamid Karzai 
said that the threat from global terrorism 
did not emanate from his country, but from 

across the border—Pakistan. It was the Osama-master-
minded attacks on American embassies in Nairobi and 
Dar es Salaam that provoked a US missile attack on the 
southern Afghanistan town of Khost in 1998. Moreover, 
it was Osama’s partnership with Taliban leader Mullah 
Omar and the 9/11 attack which triggered the American 
invasion of Afghanistan. 

India had every reason to celebrate the US-led ouster of 
the Taliban in 2001. Earlier, when US missiles targeting 
Osama rained on Khost in 1998, they did India a favour 
by eliminating jihadis of the Harkat-ul-Mujahideen, who 
were being trained by the ISI for infiltration into Kashmir. 
Subsequently, during his visit to Kabul in 1999, the then 
ISI chief General Ziauddin Butt asked Taliban “President” 
Mullah Mohammed Rabbani for 20,000-30,000 Taliban 
volunteers to infiltrate into Kashmir as a follow-up to the 
Kargil intrusion. Rabbani smilingly replied that he would 
be happy to provide five lakh “volunteers”.

The NDA government’s foreign minister obligingly ac-
companied three dreaded terrorists to Kandahar during 
the hijacking of IC-814. The global consequences of our 
surrender were disastrous. Omar Saeed Sheikh, a British 
national of Pakistani origin whom we released, remitted 
$100,000 to Mohammed Atta, the leader of the hijackers 
who carried out the 9/11 attack and thereafter killed US 
journalist Daniel Pearl. Maulana Masood Azhar met Mul-
lah Omar and Osama and masterminded the Parliament 
attack on December 13, 2001. Kashmiri terrorist Mush-
taq Zargar is actively involved in cross-border terrorism. 
Throughout the hijacking episode, the ISI and Taliban 
colluded with the hijackers, whose luggage was personally 
offloaded from IC-814 by Taliban “foreign minister” Mul-
lah Muttawakil. The Kan-
dahar hijacking confirmed 
that the Taliban is a mere 
instrument of the ISI.

Thanks to US indulgence, 
the Taliban leadership 
escaped across the border to 
the capital of Baluchistan, 
Quetta, in 2001. It is no se-
cret that the Taliban leader-
ship (known as the Quetta 
Shura) under Mullah Omar 
meets and plots attacks on 
US forces in Afghanistan in Quetta. Pakistan predictably 
denies that Omar is in Quetta, just as it denies Dawood Ib-
rahim is in Karachi. The US was willing to look the other 
way at such Pakistani transgressions till the Quetta Shura 
coordinated its action with its military commanders in 
the North Waziristan Tribal Agency. Taliban commander 
Sirajuddin Haqqani mounted attacks on US forces across 
Afghanistan from 2007. US patience soon waned; aerial 
“drone” attacks are now continuously launched, hitting 
Taliban military targets in North Waziristan. This has 
sparked tensions between the US and Pakistan’s supreme 
ruler, General Ashfaq Pervez Kayani. His threats that 
Pakistan will not countenance cross-border US attacks 
have been brushed aside. The US has served warning that 
Omar could well be the next “high value” target.

If Pakistan can’t totally alienate the US because termi-
nation of American aid can have disastrous economic, po-
litical and diplomatic consequences, it also knows that the 
US can’t totally alienate it because supplies for American 
forces in Afghanistan have to be transit through its ter-
ritory. As the US prepares to disengage militarily in Af-
ghanistan, efforts are underway for “reconciliation” with 
the Taliban. Most analysts are, however, sceptical about 
the Taliban or their ISI masters ever agreeing to negotia-
tions leading to their surrendering arms and accepting the 
democratic Afghan constitution. Moreover, the majority 
non-Pashtun population of Afghanistan will not counte-
nance Taliban domination. In these circumstances, the 
entire region encompassing Afghanistan and Pakistan is 
set to face growing violence and terrorism. India will have 
to act imaginatively to ensure that Afghanistan does not 
again become a haven for Pakistan-sponsored terrorism.

 The writer is a former diplomat

After the surgical US strike in Abbottabad 
which eliminated Osama bin Laden, Paki-
stan’s sovereignty, reputation, self-respect 
and its tall claims about fighting terrorism 
are in tatters. Nobody will believe that Pa-

kistan, especially the ISI, was unaware of Osama living 
in the military town of Abbottabad for five years. The fact 
that the Americans did not take Pakistan into confidence 
about the raid speaks volumes about the trust deficit be-
tween the two countries, and also about the determina-
tion with which the US deals with its enemies.

India has been at the receiving end of cross-border ter-
rorism for over two decades now. Yet, instead of tackling 
this issue with firmness, every prime minister since the 
late 1980s has dreamt of winning the Nobel Prize for 
peace by trying to establish peace with Pakistan. Pakistan 
has taken the fullest advantage of this soft attitude and 
carried out bolder attacks on Indian targets, meticulously 
planned and executed by the ISI. The latest example of 
this is the manner in which we have dealt with the per-
petrators of 26/11 attacks. Immediately after the attack, 
the prime minister issued strong statements against Pa-
kistan, reiterating it in Parliament. All talks with Pakistan 
were suspended and it appeared India would not forget 
26/11 till the death of the innocents was avenged. 

This determination faded away as days passed and 
it soon became business as usual with Pakistan. There 
is deafening silence in South Block even as the foreign 
secretary of Pakistan describes 26/11 as outdated. Afzal 
Guru and Ajmal Kasab continue to eat biryani in jails 
in Delhi and Mumbai while India is engaged in prov-
ing to the world how fair its judicial system is. In the 
trials, which are taking place in Chicago, more people 
have been chargesheeted in the 26/11 attack, including 
one Major Iqbal who is considered to be an ISI opera-

tive. The other accused in Pakistan continue to live life 
kingsize in the absence of any seriousness on the part of 
Pakistani authorities to nail them. Disclosures by Guan-
tanamo Bay detainees show how the Pakistan army and 
ISI have long been directly involved in training and di-
recting anti-India terrorists—a fact well known to the 
Indian authorities for years.  

Media has recently carried reports that over 100 terror-
ists are waiting at launch pads along the LoC to infiltrate 
into J&K. Another 700 to 800 are holed up in various 
training camps in Pakistan. WikiLeaks has confirmed 
that it is the Pakistan army which selects the targets to be 
attacked in India by Lashkar-e-Toiba. The training camps 
in PoK are bristling with activity. Ceasefire violations 
along the LoC, which are done to facilitate the terrorists 
to infiltrate into India, have been rampant. 

Should India remain a mute spectator of these goings-
on? The Government of India and the peace-with-Pakistan 
wallahs are all for magnanimity, continued dialogue and 
for turning a Nelson’s eye to whatever Pakistan has done 
or is doing. On the other hand, Pakistan has wantonly 
broken every assurance it has given to India. Its stock an-
swer is to claim that it is equally a victim of terrorism; that 
the attacks against India are the handiwork of non-state 
actors and finally that India is equally guilty of fomenting 
terrorism in Pakistan. Their litany of complaints against 
India is endless. They will never understand reason be-
cause they are not prepared to understand it.

The time is ripe, therefore, for India to emulate the US. 
Cross the LoC, destroy the launchpads along with the 
terrorists who are waiting there, go for surgical strikes 
against the terrorist training camps in PoK and be ready 
to face the consequences. Let India stand up be counted.

 The  writer is a senior BJP leader and former finance minister

Gadkari’s Conclave Could Give 
Direction to Wayward BJP

US, Pakistan Cannot 
Alienate Each Other

Time to Cross LoC 
and Smash Terror

The tone and tenor of the CMs 
left no one in doubt that they 
were fighting a lonely battle 
without any visible support 
from the central leadership.
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Nutritionists around 
the world have found 
that South Asia faces 
the worst conditions 
in child nutrition com-
pared to other regions 

in the world. Half of the world’s 
malnourished children are in Bang-
ladesh, India and Pakistan. The 
reports of India’s Third National 
Family Health Survey (NFHS-3) of 
2005-06 claims that 20 per cent of 
Indian children (under the age of 
five) are wasted because of acute 
under-nutrition and 48 per cent are 
stunted by chronic under-nutrition. 
Our vulnerabilities with regard to 
hunger and malnutrition issues can 
be minimised but not eliminated. 
The challenge is to not let democracy 
become an obstacle in the regenera-
tion of governing skills and capaci-
ties. Government policies need to 
develop a mature, honest, inclusive 
and outward approach. 

The government of India has 

started various programmes under 
Supreme Court directives, like the 
Annapoorna Yojana, Antyodaya 
Anna Yojana and Integrated Child 
Development Scheme (ICDS). The 
court directives, in effect, convert 
the benefits of these schemes into 
legal entitlements for citizens. 
Further, the court has given directions 
pertaining to certain other schemes, 
notably the Sampoorna Gramin 
Rozgar Yojana. Proper execution 
of these programmes and policies 
will go a long way in eliminating 
malnutrition. 

Orissa has been in news for high 
malnutrition. Even while under-nu-
trition rates have seen a sizeable de-
crease over the years, the total rates 
remain high. The state government 
has set itself the target of reducing 
the rate of malnutrition by a fixed 
percentage every year. While I am 
convinced that our approach towards 
tackling the issue is driven and di-
rected, it must also be said that there 

are several areas where more con-
certed measures can be taken up. 

A cursory glance at the data 
thrown up by the third National 
Family Health Survey reveals sig-
nificant progress. Malnutrition rates 
in Orissa among under-3 (40 per 

cent) and under-5 (40.7 per cent) 
children are actually lower than the 
national average (40.4 per cent for 
under-3 and 42.5 per cent for under 
5). While malnutrition in India fell 
by only 2.3 per cent from 1998–99, 
Orissa saw a 10-point reduction. 

There was also a reduction in the in-
fant mortality rate (IMR) from 81 to 
64.7 per 1,000 live births.

The above facts would have one 
convinced that certain malnutrition 
reduction interventions have in fact 
‘worked’. An examination of the sec-
ondary data provides more clarity. 
The decline in rates of malnutrition 
among moderate and severely mal-
nourished children in the 0-3 age 
group in the tribal and Kalahandi-
Bolangir-Koraput (KBK) belts has 
been less rapid than the non-tribal 
and KBK districts, despite a bet-
ter performance among the former 
in the uptake of services under the 
ICDS, launched by Unicef in 1975, 
and other facilitative schemes.

If, at the end of 35 years, a mere 
fraction of children in this country 
benefited from the world’s largest 
children’s programmes ever, it is a 
sad reflection on the authorities im-
plementing it. Today we find nearly 
50 per cent of young infants in the 
country still underweight. Another 
80 per cent of older infants are anae-

mic. And, most shameful of all, 44 
per cent of young children are sadly 
malnourished despite the supple-
mentary ‘nutrition’ packages said to 
be distributed to 72 million children 
and 15 million pregnant mothers!

The allocation for ICDS was more 
than Rs 60,000 crore in 2009. 
Earlier findings of the Comptroller 
and Auditor General of India have 
revealed gross misuse of funds of 
taking remedial measures, the re-
spective governments have only in-
creased the number of anganwadis, 
which means more funds.

The fact that the Government of 
India does not treat severely acute 
malnutrition as a disease is almost 
a crime. Normal course of treat-
ment is admission of the patient 
and treatment by using Ready to 
Use Therapeutic Food (RUTF), a 
paste high in calories and nutrients. 
The Central government continues 
to delay allowing the use of RUTF as 
a sustained treatment, thereby defy-
ing standard global practices.

The writer is a BJD MP 
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Every prime 
minister since the 
late 1980s has had 
Nobel dreams of 
peace with 
Pakistan, which 
has taken 
advantage of this 
soft attitude. 

India will have to 
act imaginatively 
to ensure that 
Afghanistan does 
not again become 
a haven for Pak-
istan-sponsored 
terrorism.


