
Whose Governors 
are They Anyway?

Do governors report to the president or the prime min-
ister? According to protocol, no governor can travel 
out of his state without the president’s prior approval. 
They also have to put down in writing the purpose for 
which they are leaving the state. If any governor makes 
frequent journeys to Delhi, the visits come under 
closer political scrutiny.

When Karnataka Governor H R Bhardwaj landed in 
the capital on Saturday and drove straight to 7 Race 
Course Road, many eyebrows were raised. Many other 
governors such as M K Narayanan of West Bengal and 
E S L Narasimhan of Andhra Pradesh have also been 

visiting Delhi quite often for covert 
reasons. They hardly call on the 
president though they don’t miss 
an opportunity to visit 10 Janpath 
and 7 Race Course Road. Both 
Narayanan and Narasimhan have 
one thing in common—both are 
former intelligence czars and police 
officers who have worked closely 
with each other. As governors, both 
were dispatched to troubled states 
to monitor political developments 
and report to their political masters 
instead of their constitutional boss. 
What was intriguing about Bhard-
waj’s arrival in the capital was that 
it was a few hours after a Supreme 
Court judgment which restored the 
House membership of 16 MLAs 

who were disqualified by the Speaker on the eve of last 
year’s trust vote. The BJP has charged the governor 
with destabilising a duly elected state government. 
Bhardwaj’s unplanned visit to the prime minister’s 
house has bolstered the BJP’s claim that governors 
are acting as Congress agents. The recently concluded 
conclave of BJP chief ministers in Delhi warned the 
Central government against misuse of the gubernato-
rial office to paralyse governance in Opposition-run 
states. The Congress is concerned about the growing 
erosion of its popular base in the southern states. 
It won Kerala by a whisker, its survival in Andhra 
Pradesh is threatened by the rise of Mother and Son 
power in the state versus Mother and Son power 
in Delhi, and it has been reduced to a non-entity in 
Tamil Nadu. Since it can’t do much in other states, the 
party expects to push the BJP on the backfoot in Kar-
nataka with a governor who is a Gandhi family loyalist 
and a master of manoeuvres.

■

Manmohan’s Southern Discomfort
Though he hardly played any role in the Assembly 
elections, Prime Minister Manmohan Singh has 
to deal with the results. Both Jayalalithaa and N 
Rangasamy—the chief ministers-in-waiting of Tamil 
Nadu and Puducherry—have made it clear that they 
wouldn’t like to work with the existing occupants of 
their respective Raj Bhawans. Tamil Nadu Governor 
Surjeet Singh Barnala has overstayed in Chennai, 
thanks to his proximity to both M Karunanidhi and 
the Prime Minister. Puducherry Lt Governor Iqbal 
Singh has been linked with Hasan Ali. In fact, Ran-
gasamy had hinted that he would not take the oath if 
it is administered by Iqbal. Since appointing a gover-
nor involves consultations with the chief ministers, 
the prime minister is in dilemma. There have been 
many instances where chief ministers were informed 
about the appointment of new governors only after 
the deed was done. For Manmohan Singh, the prob-
lem is that in Tamil Nadu and Puducherry, the Con-
gress would like to appoint governors who can open a 
dialogue with the new chief ministers. After all, with 
Andhra Pradesh expected to go out of Congress con-
trol, Tamil Nadu may be instrumental in formation 
of the next Union government in 2014. The search for 
yet another set of pliant governors has begun.

■

Antony’s Talking Heads
When it comes to Pakistan, Prime Minister Manmohan 
Singh believes in freedom of expression. That Union 
ministers such as Home Minister P Chidambaram, De-
fence Minister A K Antony or Finance Minister Pranab 
Mukherjee speak in different voices is known. Now even 
secretary-level officers have started delivering sermons 
on Pakistan. Recently, V K Saraswat, scientific adviser 
to Antony, said India was capable of duplicating an 
Osama-type operation in Pakistan, but “our democratic 

system and policies do not allow 
us to go into another country 
and start killing people”. Was 
he speaking for Antony or is he 
simply a loquacious peacenik? 
Antony has many such talking 
heads in his ministry who he 
hasn’t been able to rein in. 

■

Defence Deals Are the Biggest Pie
While the 2G scam and CWG contracts are under the 
glare of the Opposition parties and investigative agen-
cies, a few highly motivated individuals are quietly 
working on the role of middlemen in various defence 
deals. So far, no credible evidence of direct corruption 
has surfaced in any of the deals, but the wealth and po-
litical power acquired by the usual defence dealmakers 
have attracted more than their fair share of attention. 
The government has signed defence deals worth over Rs 
100 crore in the last four years. According to a rough es-
timate, India will be spending over Rs 450 lakh crore—
almost 500 times the estimated scope of the 2G scam—
during the next 10 years on defence purchases. Surpris-
ingly, none of the big deals are being probed, though 
many indirect beneficiaries are under the scanner. 
Under the new guidelines, any foreign company that is 
awarded a defence deal has to plough back at least 50 
per cent of the tender amount into Indian companies 
engaged in defence-related manufacturing. Investiga-
tors are now locating these firms and their owners to 
find whether any of them also represented defence sup-
pliers directly or indirectly during the dealmaking. Most 
are situated either in Delhi or Mumbai. 
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Indian Democracy in Action: The impos-
sible has happened. The impregnable Left for-
tress in West Bengal has crumbled. Mamata 
Banerjee’s TMC has won by a landslide. Indian 
democracy has been criticised for a variety of 
reasons. The election results in West Bengal, 

however, testify that the so-called ‘illiterate’ voters cannot be 
taken for granted. They can, by exercise of their franchise, re-
move a government that has ruled for almost three decades. 
The ruling party has graciously accepted the defeat and made 
way for the winning party. There can be no better tribute to 
Indian democracy in action.

Post-Osama Reactions in Pakistan: Osama bin Laden’s 
death has evoked bizarre theories and reactions. There are a few 
who still believe that Osama is alive, and his alleged killing was 
a grand show organised by the US. Another persistent mystery 
is: Did the ISI know about Osama’s presence in Abbottabad—
close to the Pakistan military establishment—where he lived in 
his mansion for a considerable time? Some are convinced that 
the ISI was in the know in which case it was complicit, whereas 
some attribute it to ISI’s ignorance which would then betray 
its incompetence. In either case, the ISI cannot be trusted by 
the US. It is undeniable that Pakistan has suffered badly at the 
hands of Taliban terrorists inspired and egged on by Osama 
and his vicious ideology of violence and hatred. In that con-
text, it is astonishing that in the court premises at Peshawar a 
meeting was held in honour of Osama which was attended, 
among others, by Pakistani lawyers and retired judges. It is 
incredible but true that a Pakistani MP led a prayer in the Na-
tional Assembly for Osama and said that lawmakers should 
pray for bin Laden. Two lawyers as well as minister of state 
for health Shahjehan Yousaf of the PML-Q participated in the 
‘fateha’ prayer that lasted about a minute. Oliver Goldsmith 

was indeed right in his la-
ment that “logicians have 
but ill-defined as rational the 
human mind”. It is fervently 
hoped that saner elements 
in Pakistan civil society will 
come to the fore.

Misunderstanding Su-
preme Court Judgment: 
The Supreme Court has dis-

missed CBI’s curative petition seeking review of its judgment 
delivered in 1996 whereby charges against Union Carbide 
officials were restricted to offences which carried maximum 
punishment of two years. Certain sections of the print and 
electronic media have portrayed the Supreme Court decision 
as a setback to the gas victims. This is a misunderstanding of 
the judgment. The Supreme Court pointed that its 1996 judg-
ment made it clear that its observations and findings were 
on the basis of the materials produced by the prosecution for 
framing charges at that stage. A constant refrain of the 1996 
judgment is ‘at that stage’. Moreover, the apex court in its pres-
ent judgment has made it clear that its 1996 judgment is not 
a fetter against the exercise of powers by a court of competent 
jurisdiction under the relevant sections of the IPC which pro-
vide for higher punishment, if relevant material is produced 
before the court. The CBI has now moved the competent court 
in Bhopal for that purpose. The dismissal of the curative peti-
tion has done no injustice to the gas victims.

The real injustice lies in the miserably inadequate amount of 
compensation awarded to the victims and which, despite my 
strenuous efforts, the Supreme Court declined to enhance. All 
efforts should be made to substantially increase the amount of 
compensation and ensure its timely distribution. That would 
ensure real benefit to the victims rather than the satisfaction 
of higher quantum of punishment being awarded to the erring 
Carbide officials.

  The writer is a former Attorney General of India

West Bengal Poll Result 
is a Tribute to Democracy
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Iran and US-Israel Enmity 
May Be an Elaborate Act

KHALAF AL HABTOOR OPINION

While professional sceptics may dismiss 
BJP’s allegations of Centre’s discrimina-
tion against non-UPA ruled states as po-
litical hyperbole, the Congress does have a 
long history of cutting its nose to spite the 
face of its political rivals. Meeting in Delhi 
last week, the chief ministers of seven BJP-

ruled states and senior ministers of the two NDA-ruled 
states quoted numerous instances of discriminations by 
the Centre against their respective governments. Accord-
ing to them, the Centre’s hostility towards them is so bra-
zen that it has brought our federal polity under strain.

The bizarre attitude of the Centre has to be seen against 
the backdrop of evolution of the Congress since its split 
forced by Mrs Indira Gandhi in 1969. Earlier, the Congress 
was a political party with the pretence of an ideology. Since 
split, it is a Gandhi family fiefdom which treats its political 
opponents as enemies. The infamous Emergency in 1975, 
which witnessed arrest of lakhs of Opposition workers and 
leaders, and a clampdown on the media, was the natural 
outcome of this fascist mindset. When the elections were 
held in 1977, for the first time since Independence, the 
Congress lost power at the Centre.

One does not know the truth behind the 1995 Purulia 
arms drop. The main accused, Kim Peter Davy, recently 
told Times Now that huge arsenal of sophisticated weap-
ons dropped from air by parachutes was sourced by RAW 
to fuel an armed revolt against the CPI(M) government in 
West Bengal. Going by the current credibility of the UPA 
Government, most in the country will tend to believe a fu-
gitive like Davy than the denials by the ruling establish-
ment. If the ruling party can stoop as low as using intel-
ligence agencies to smuggle arms to destabilise a state 
government, the charges of vendetta levelled by the BJP 
chief ministers against the Central government appear to 
be modest in comparison.

In this season of Osama bin Laden, yet another extrem-
ist ultimately eliminated by the very Americans who first 
created him to drive out the Soviets from Afghanistan 

and who turned against the Americans as soon as he 
smelled success, I am reminded of Bhindranwale’s emer-
gence and elimination.

The second chapter of the fifth volume of Congress his-
tory titled Indira Gandhi (yet unpublished) scooped by a 
daily quotes the Congress admitting that an obscure Sikh 
extremist preacher Bhindranwale being picked up for 
beating the Akalis in their game by projecting him as the 
savior of the Sikhs. It further says, “Precisely, the reverse 
happened. Bhindranwale soon turned into a classic Fran-

kenstein’s monster and embarked upon devouring his cre-
ators.” Mrs Gandhi lost her life in the process.

First Indira Gandhi and then Rajiv Gandhi promoted the 
violent extremism of Tamil nationalsim in Sri Lanka, and 
then he got a compromise struck with the then Sri Lank-
an president against the wishes of the Tamil nationalists.  
This time the very Frankensteins who trained and let lose 
the extremists into Sri Lankan politics got Rajiv for send-
ing the Indian army against them.

May be in some future, historians will decide whether the 
mother or son were more guilty or stupid in promoting ex-
tremism and then becoming victims of it. But the Congress 
seems to have never learnt any lesson like the Bourbons of 
yore who finally paid the price for their non-learning when 
Louis V and Marie Antonite, his arrogant consort, were led 
to the Guillotine by the French Revolution.

In Maharashtra, the Congress support to the rival Shiva 
Sena clone—the MNS headed by Raj Thackeray—has al-
ready come home to roost. Raj Thackeray is turning out to 
be another Bhindranwale, in this case promoting extrem-
ist Maharashtrianism to get one up on the real Shiv Sena.  
Such an approach sets into motion competitive militancy 
as it happened in the Punjab in the 1980s.

The Congress has been plotting with Islamic ortho-
doxy, challenging its own government’s actions like the 
party general secretary calling for judicial enquiry into the 
Batla House encounter with the terror plotters, and the 
same leader throwing a spanner into the Government’s 
prosecution of the killers of brave police officers involved 
in the 26/11 incident.

The same general secretary going about releasing a whol-
ly ludicrous book that says the RSS made up the Mumbai 
event of 26/11—ignoring the fact that the very Congress- 
led Government in prosecuting Kasab is proclaiming to the 
world that the event was the handiwork of the ISI and LeT.   
The list is endless.

In spite of tragic ends of its policies, the Congress has 
learnt or forgotten nothing. It continues to subvert the 
Constitution and the system for its short-term political 
gains. Is it waiting for history to repeat?

The writer is a BJP MP. E-mail him at punjbalbir@gmail.com

In Spite of Tragic Ends of Its Policies, the Congress 
Continues to Subvert the System for Political Gains 
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IT IS ASTONISHING 
THAT IN THE 
PESHAWAR COURT, A 
MEETING WAS HELD 
IN HONOUR OF OSAMA 
ATTENDED BY LAWYERS 
AND RETIRED JUDGES.

Forget the fiery 
rhetoric, Washing-
ton, Tel Aviv and 
Tehran have more 
in common than 
you might imagine. 

All share the same aim: to control 
Arab states and prevent them from 
uniting. Earlier, they have been co-
conspirators in that endeavour. The 
question is whether Iran truly is an 
enemy of US-Israel and a natural 
ally of the Arab world as the Iranian 
leadership works hard to portray.

The Persian-Arab rivalry goes back 
1,400 years to the Muslim conquests 
when Persians embraced Islam. To-
day, Iranians wrap themselves in an 
Islamic flag in an effort to lead the 
Muslim world yet the pre-Islamic 
Zoroastrian New Year Norouz is still 
Iran’s most celebrated festival. 

If Iranians were true friends of 
Arabs, they would not impede Ara-
bic being spoken or the construc-
tion of Sunni mosques when Shiite 
mosques and synagogues 
proliferate. The Iranian gov-
ernment also bans parents 
from giving traditional Arab 
names to their newborns. It 
should be remembered too 
that Tehran still occupies 
UAE islands, refuses de-
mands from the Arab popu-
lation of Al-Ahwaz (Khuz-
estan) for autonomy, has 
territorial claims on Bahrain 
and threatens airlines that 
use “Arabian Gulf” instead 
of “Persian Gulf” with be-
ing barred from Iranian 
airspace. With friends like 
these, who needs enemies!

Dr Abdullah Al-Nafisi, 
a university professor and 
specialist on Shiite affairs, 
says Iranians are primarily 
Persian nationalists who use 
their faith to reach Arabs via 
Shiite Arab minorities. He 
says Iranian officialdom 
from the Supreme Leader 
down to senior military 
officers, Revolutionary 
Guards and intelligence 
personnel once followed 
the teachings of the politi-
cian and cleric Abdollah Nouri. This 
former interior minister maintains 
that all Gulf States belong to Persia 
and promotes Iranian retribution 
on Arabs for helping to destroy the 
Persian empire which may account 
for Iranian Arabs being treated as 
second-class citizens. Conversely, 
according to Al-Nafisi, ordinary Ira-
nians harbour no hostility towards 
the country’s 25,000 Jews who are 
represented in Parliament and are 
so respected that most have declined 
cash incentives to move to Israel. 

Under-the-table dealings between 
Israel, US and Persia extend back to 
the reign of Mohammed Reza Shah 

when Iranian oil flowed to Israel 
and, in turn, Israel supplied Iran 
with technological knowhow, mis-
sile assembly plants and military 
training. Iran even supplied Israel 
details of Jamal Abdul Nasser’s mil-
itary planning, according to a book 
by Trita Parsi Treacherous Alliance. 
Following the 1979 Islamic revolu-
tion, Yasser Arafat was lectured by 
Ayatollah Khomeini on the need to 
reject Arab nationalism, Parsi says. 
It was clear that Khomeini wasn’t 
serious in his support for the Pales-
tinian cause. His primary aim was to 
lead the Islamic world, indoctrinate 
Arabs with his credo and bolster 
Arab Shiites. 

In 1981, Iran facilitated Israel’s 
attack on Iraq’s nuclear reactor and 
during the eight-year-long Iran-
Iraq War, the Iranians purchased 
weapons from Israel with the White 
House’s blessing, writes Parsi. In 
1986, President Reagan signed a 
secret memo authorising the sale 

of US arms to Iran, resulting in the 
Iran-Contra scandal. 

With the signing of the Oslo Ac-
cords in 1993, Tehran saw its plan 
to dominate the Arab world slipping 
away and so began funding and sup-
porting Islamist rejectionist groups 
to spoil the peace process. Iran also 
offered to help strengthen the fledg-
ling Afghan army under US supervi-
sion and in 2002, the US State De-
partment initiated talks with promi-
nent Iranian political figures. 

Tehran later urged Iraqi Shiites 
not to resist the US-led occupation 
for good reason. Iraq—the main ob-
stacle to Iran’s access to Gulf states 

—had been conveniently defanged 
and was now ruled by political fig-
ures that have either lived in Iran or 
consider it as their spiritual home. 
Inadvertently or otherwise, Bush 
spent billions of American taxpay-
ers’ money and sacrificed tens of 
thousands of lives only to bring Iraq 
into Iran’s sphere of influence. 

Tehran has since made efforts 
to woo US to gain access to the 
IMF and win clout in the UN. Eco-
nomic sanctions against Iran have 
not heavily impacted the Iranian 
economy. The US has been flexing 
its muscles over Iran’s uranium en-
richment programme since a 2006 
UNSC resolution demanding its 
suspension but the West has re-
frained from packing a punch. 

Toppling of strong Arab leader-
ships is an invitation to sectarian 
conflict, extremist organisations, 
secessionist groups—and civil war. I 
would argue that division and chaos 
under the banner of “freedom” will 

serve Iran. It’s already hap-
pening. The new Egypt has 
permitted Iranian warships 
through the Suez Canal and 
is preparing to normalise re-
lations with Tehran.

While the US is vehement-
ly supportive of revolutionar-
ies in Tunisia, Egypt, Yemen 
and Syria and is using its air-
power to attack the Libyan 
regime, its condemnation 
against Iran’s repression of 
anti-government activists 
has been lukewarm. I have 
always suspected that the ‘en-
mity’ between Iran and the 
US-Israel may be an elabo-
rate act. In any case, keeping 
up the pretence of enmity is a 
symbiotic win-win situation 
for all concerned. Israel has a 
pretext to expand its nuclear 
arsenal and propagandise its 

need to put security first 
in the face of an Iranian 
existential threat. Iran 
uses anti-Israel slogans 
to increase its standing 
among Muslims. And 
the US has an excuse 
to maintain its military 

footprint in the Gulf. 
What if, in the future, Washing-

ton, Tel Aviv formed an alliance? 
How would that impact the inde-
pendence of Gulf states? I would 
strongly urge GCC states to increase 
their military might and initiate a 
unified defence strategy. In an in-
creasingly unprincipled geopolitical 
climate, where major powers are 
willing to dump even close allies, we 
cannot rely on others. We’re on our 
own—and the sooner we face up to 
that, the better. 

The writer is chairman of the 
Dubai-based Al Habtoor Group 
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THE TOPPLING OF STRONG ARAB 
LEADERSHIPS IS AN INVITATION TO 
SECTARIAN CONFLICT, EXTREMIST 

ORGANISATIONS, SECESSIONIST 
GROUPS—AND CIVIL WAR.
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