
Hubli: Indian Railways, ap-
parently, is getting increas-
ingly linked to the mining 
mafia in the state. Recently, 
the forest department’s sei-
zure of 57 wagons of iron ore 
with fake documents at Yes-
hwant Nagar railway station 
in Bellary district has further 
raised suspicions about the 
mining mafia using trains to 
smuggle iron ore.

Railways sources attribute 

the illegal transportation to 
flouting of procedures over 
the past few years. Further, 
sources reveal that railway 
officials working in iron ore 
belts like Bellary, Hospet, 
Papinayakanahalli, Vyasana-
kere and Yeshwant Nagar 
railway stations are lobbying 
hard to retain their postings.

Some load inspectors, 
who check loading and un-
loading at the sites, were key 
people behind these activi-
ties, sources say adding that 
higher-ups too are aware of 

Union Home Minister P 
Chidambaram speaks about 
the ongoing Assembly elec-
tions in an exclusive inter-
view with Editorial Director 
Prabhu Chawla. Exc-
erpts:
Wooing voters with 
money power is a law 
and order issue, which 
was rampant in Tamil 
Nadu elections.

That is the Election Com-
mission’s business, not mine. 
Money power has nothing to 
do with security of the state.
But (UP chief minister) 
Mayawati has accused 
your party all the time 
about various other 
things…don’t you think 
Tamil Nadu...

Let’s talk about security 
and law and order. Don’t mix 
up other issues.
Politics matters…

How does that concern 
security or law and order? 
Those are political issues 
which will be answered by 
the political party.
The Lt Governor of Pu-
ducherry came to you. 
What did you advise 
him—to resign, not to 
resign—or are you leav-
ing it to agencies?

The agency wanted to 
question him, so we asked 
him. He said yes, I am ready 

to be questioned. So we went 
through the required consti-
tutional arrangements and 
the agency has questioned 
him. Now we will have to 
wait for the agency’s report.
But he met you twice …

I am not going into the 
subject matter of the issue. 
That is not my business. The 
agency wanted to question 
him. He has made himself 
available for questioning, 
the questioning has taken 
place… let us wait.
You did not advise him 

either way.
Let the agency report 

come. What is there to ad-
vice without knowing what 
the agency has found?
Congress has always 
been quick enough in 
taking action against 
people against whom 
charges have been lev-
elled.

No charge has been 
framed. The agency wanted 
to question him, he has been 
questioned. You will have to 
wait for the agency’s report.

Are you not disturbed 
with what has happened 
to the image of the gov-
ernment during last few 
months?

This is your perception of 
the image. Wait for May 13 
and we will know what the 
people think.
Wait for May 13! You are 
talking of winning elec-
tion, obviously.

You have a perception of 
the image of the government, 
which I respect. But let us see 
what peoples’ perception is 
on the 13th of May.
Let us use it as hypo-
thetically again because 
you have challenged that 
May 13 is coming…

I want to know what the 
people think…
If they reject you then 
will you admit ….

Obviously, if the people 
vote against us then we 
would have to conclude that 
in the peoples’ esteem we 
have failed…in people’s esti-
mate we’ve failed, we have to 
admit that with humility. But 
I am confident that on May 
13th, results will show that 
the people do not share the 
perceptions which are run on 
the media most of the time. 
Media’s perception and the 
people’s perception are not 
necessarily the same.

May 13, you think, will 
explode that myth.

You are putting words in 
my mouth. What I am saying 
is media’s perception and 
people’s perceptions are not 
always the same.
But you always follow 
the media closely.

We do not follow, we 
watch the media. 
Whether it is the arrest of 
Kalmadi or chargesheet-
ing of Kanimozhi…

Media is a pillar of our so-
cial structure…you cannot 
deny that.
Are you saying that me-
dia is telling lies?

I am not saying that media 
is telling lies. Media has a 
perception…
Which you think is not 
correct?

I didn’t say that. I said you 
would have to wait and see 
whether media’s and peo-
ple’s perception is the same. 
I am not passing any judge-
ment. I am saying media has 
a perception. Let us see what 
the people’s perception is. 
Ultimately what matters is 
not anyone’s perception but 
the people’s perception.
If the people reject you?

If the people vote against 
us, obviously, in the esteem 
of the people we will have 
failed.

Laying Track 
for Mining 

Mafia?
It has nothing to do with the state’s security, says Chidambaram in exclusive interview

‘Money Power is Poll Panel Business’ No Roof, Only Pillars

MIM Legislator Shot At
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UAE bans Malayalam 
film on Kerala nurses

‘Duty time’ for jumbos 
will be 8 hours a day

Veerappan’s widow 
to pen memoir

Move to change course of 
Adyar river suspended

Thiruvananthapuram:  The 
UAE has banned the screening 
of Malayalam film Gaddama 
that, for the first time, lifted the 
purdah off the shocking living 
conditions of the state’s home 
nurses working in the Gulf.

Pathanamthitta: The Kerala 
government has decided to fix an 
eight-hour duty time for cap-
tive elephants, bringing cheer to 
animal-lovers in the state where 
the tuskers are used for temple 
festivals and road shows.

Mysore: Mutthulakshmi, 
widow of Veerappan, now plans 
to pen down her memories with 
the dreaded forest brigand—and 
even hopes to approach director 
Ramgopal Varma to portray her 
slain husband on screen.

Chennai: Ongoing work by pri-
vate parties on the city’s prime 
river, the Adyar, to change its 
course in violation of CRZ rules 
has been suspended much to the 
relief of the residents, thanks to 
a New Indian Express expose.

Hyderabad: In 2007, chief 
minister Y S Rajasekhara 
Reddy gave immense hope 
to the people of Andhra 
Pradesh by a Rajiv Swagru-
ha scheme that promised 
houses for 25 per cent less 
than the market price.

A whopping 1.74 lakh ap-
plied. The officials collected 
deposits totalling Rs 75.68 
crore—ranging from Rs 
3,000 to Rs 5,000 per unit 
(house/flat). Soon, sev-
eral applicants expressed 
doubts over quality of the 
houses—14,792 of them 
submitted requests to the 
government to refund their 
deposits. In 2009, the di-
rected the authorities to re-

fund about Rs 8.29 crore to 
those wanting to pull out.

But two years later, they 
are still running from pillar 
to post. They neither got 
their dream house; worse, 
they have yet to get their 
deposits returned. 

Reason: the government 
asked the Housing Board 
to execute the scheme 
initially, but the huge re-
sponse prompted it to float 
the Andhra Pradesh Ra-
jiv Swagruha Corporation 
for execution. It asked the 
Board to transfer all applica-
tions along with the deposits 
to the Corporation. 

Now the two parties are 
into a blame-game. 

Hyderabad: A group of 
“four to five” unidenti-
fied men shot at Andhra 
Pradesh legislator and Ma-
jlis-e-Ittehadul Muslimeen 
(MIM) leader Ak-
baruddin Owaisi, 
injuring the MLA 
a n d  s p a r k i n g 
tension in the 
Old City pocket. 
Owaisi, 38, was 
rushed to hos-
pital, where his 
condition was reported to 
be stable. He was operated 
upon to remove the bullet 
lodged in his shoulder.

One of the assailants was 
shot dead and two others 
were injured by the legis-
lator’s security guards. An 
MIM legislator, Ahmed 

Balala, was injured 
when he tried to 
save Owaisi.

Owaisi, a three-
time MLA does 
not have a police 
gunman for escort 
and most of the 
time drives the ve-

hicle on his own.
The MLA’s elder brother, 

MIM president Asaduddin 
Owaisi, is a party MP.
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