
Gadkari Courts Rajini 
to Forge South Alliance

As the BJP’s telesavvy leaders continue to cater to their 
favourite constituency, which is limited to the size of a 
TV set, party President Nitin Gadkari is looking beyond 
drawing room coalitions. The overtures he is making 
to civil society leaders, mega filmstars, and honchos of 
smaller parties in various parts of the country certainly 
make it seem so. Gadkari is shunned by his talking-
head colleagues; nevertheless he wants to prove that 
he can bring in more allies for the party by making the 
right moves. Recently, he advised various BJP chief 
ministers to accord state guest status to Rajinikanth, 

the powerful 61-year-
old southern filmstar 
whose origins are, 
however, in Maha-
rashtra. The World 
Cup final held in 
Maharashtra offered 
a chance to bond; 
Gadkari chanced to 
come across the actor 
who was stuck in a 

traffic jam, and graciously took him to his hotel. He met 
Rajinikanth again in Chennai later. Gadkari refrained 
from discussing politics with the actor, but he left no 
one including the superstar, in doubt about his mo-
tives. Having come to know the deeply religious Rajni-
kanth is involved with some mutts in BJP-ruled Uttra-
khand, Gadkari, it is learnt, has advised Chief Minister 
Ramesh Pokhriyal to provide special security to the 
premises and to Rajinikanth when he visits. Gadkari is 
convinced Rajinikanth is nursing political ambitions, 
and would be tempted to enter politics directly again, 
once he gets a little older. His calculation is that unless 
the BJP acquires powerful allies in states like Tamil 
Nadu, Orissa, West Bengal, Assam and Andhra, it has 
very little chance of capturing power at the Centre in 
2014. During the past seven years, the BJP has failed to 
attract a single new ally, while it has lost many. Gadkari 
wants to relaunch L K Advani’s politics of arithmetic 
additionality, by adding newer allies who have signifi-
cant vote shares in their respective regions. The catch 
is that Gadkari’s success is dependent on the failure of 
those who successfully sabotaged his predecessor.

■

Linguistic Demarcation of Babus
The heat and dust generated by the Assembly elections 
is yet to settle. But Prime Minister Manmohan Singh 
is facing heat from his ministers regarding the selec-
tion of babus to fill up vacant posts. Predictably, the 
first salvo was fired by none other than the DMK. Soon 
after his return from Tamil Nadu, M K Alagiri, Union 
Minister for Chemicals and Fertilisers, sent a strong 
message to the PM and the cabinet secretariat, that he 
would accept only a Tamil-speaker to replace secretary 
M Raman, who retired on Saturday. Alagiri has always 
insisted that one of his three secretaries should be a 
Tamil. The two others are Mukul Joshi (a Punjabi), 
Secretary, Petro-Chemicals and Shantanu Bahura (an 
Oriya), Secretary, Fertilisers. In fact, the Department of 
Personnel hasn’t been able to process the appointment 
of a new secretary because Union Minister of State in 
PMO V Narayanasamy, to whom Alagiri had conveyed 
his opinion, was busy with state elections. The DMK 
Minister’s continuing clout is evident from the fact that 
the post hasn’t been filled until the last day. Following 
in the steps of DMK Ministers, other UPA allies are 
demanding that only babus who speak their language 
be appointed in senior positions. Once the steel frame 
of the bureaucracy was divided along caste lines. Now 
they are seeking reservation on the basis of language. 

■

Big Business Dreams of West Bengal
Mumbai has lost out to Kolkata in corporate lobbying. 
Though most business houses failed to get concessions 
from a market-friendly Marxist Chief Minister Bud-
dhadev Bhattacharya, they now smell a golden oppor-
tunity to capture Bengal, if Mamata forms the govern-

ment. They hope Amit Mitra, 
a Delhi School of Economics 
alumnus and former secretary 
general of FICCI, will take over 
as Didi’s finance minister. Ele-
ments in India Inc. feel that 
Mitra and other pro-industry 
elements that have infiltrated 
the Trinamool Congress can 
influence not only state fiscal 
policies but can also be used 
to dictate economic policies 
at the Centre, as the Marxists 
did during UPA I. All big in-
dustrial houses have deputed 

their representatives, including private PR agencies, to 
ensure that Mamata and her party get full publicity and 
resources.

■

And Never the Twain Must Meet 
The sudden and unceremonious departure of Timothy 
Roemer, US Ambassador to India, has sent a strong 
signal to the diplomatic community that the Congress 
party would not like envoys to mix diplomacy with 
commerce. Stung by the charge of being pro-US, 
Sonia-loyalists like Defence Minister A K Antony have 
initiated serious scrutiny into all deals involving US 
companies. The rejection of Lockheed Martin’s F-16 
and Boeing’s F/A 18 Super Hornet by the Indian Air 
Force was meant to convey the impression that the 
Congress High Command would like to shed its pro-
America image. For the past decade, various American 
Ambassadors have been pressuring both central min-
isters and the bureaucracy to favour American mul-
tinationals for government contracts. Subsequently 
many top babus got lucrative assignments with leading 
American companies either after quitting their jobs 
or post-retirement. Most envoys had acquired unin-
hibited access to powerful leaders of both the national 
parties, as well as to top civil servants. Roemer’s failure 
to achieve his commercial mission will deter others 
from pushing business instead of credible friendship 
between the two countries.

RACE COURSE ROAD
PRABHU CHAWLA

Ominous Taliban Jailbreak: There have 
been jailbreaks and prison escapes in the 
past. However, the jailbreak from the Sarposa 
prison in Afghanistan, which is supposed to 
be one of the country’s most secure, and holds 
captured Taliban insurgents, is astonishing. 

The jailbreak was effected by constructing a 320-metre tun-
nel, which took five months to dig. The tunnel was about 
three feet in diameter and dropped down for about five feet. 
It bypassed checkposts and the Kandahar-Kabul highway. 
Besides, the start of the tunnel has been traced to a house 
near the prison. The Taliban, in its statement, claims that 
541 prisoners had escaped, and were later moved in vehicles 
to safer locations. The time taken for the escape was about 
four hours.

How could this happen? According to Tooryalai Wesa, the 
governor of Kandahar province, it was due to negligence of 
Afghan security forces. However the man who claimed he 
helped organise the jailbreak, has stated that he obtained 
copies of keys of the prison from ‘friends’. If that be so, the 
escape is not due to mere negligence, but owing to conniv-
ance of and collusion with friendly sympathetic elements in 
the security forces. That is the perturbing aspect of this epi-
sode. No impenetrable prison walls, barbed wire fences elec-
trically operated and other measures to prevent jail breaks 
will be of avail, unless friendly feelings for the Taliban are re-
placed by a dogged resolve to defeat them. At present that is 
asking for the moon, because apart from other reasons, there 
is sympathy for the Taliban on account of general revulsion 
against US forces, and especially the drone attacks carried 
out by US planes.

The world has been repeatedly assured by the Pakistan es-
tablishment that its nuclear 
arsenal is safe and secure, 
because ‘abundant measures’ 
have been taken to prevent 
any part of it falling into 
extremist hands. The nag-
ging question is: Will these 
‘abundant measures’ be im-
pregnable against collusion 
between the Taliban and its 
friends and sympathisers in 
the Pakistan establishment? 
That is a terrifying worry not 
only for India and the USA 

but for the entire world whom the Taliban consider its en-
emies, and who must be destroyed.

Cricket: It is said cricket is our religion. Some of our crick-
eters are treated as deities especially after our triumph in the 
World Cup.

Undoubtedly we must fully recognise and respect our crick-
eters. There can be no objection to conferring an appropriate 
Padma, or naming a road, or dedicating a park to some of 
them. Again, there can be no cavil if a super-rich individual 
or mighty corporation donates a princely sum to them. That 
is a matter between the corporation and its stakeholders, who 
presumably would have no objection.

The matter takes a different complexion when public exche-
quer is burdened. For example, the Municipal Corporation of 
Delhi’s proposal to waive property tax of five players for life-
time. In some cases, public land has been gifted. Besides, Rs 
1 crore has been gifted to all the winning cricketers, some of 
whom, I am told—I hope I am wrong—have demanded Rs 5 
crore. The legality of these actions is doubtful. Furthermore, 
they commercialise this great game. Many of our present-day 
cricketers are not a disadvantaged lot, unlike some of their 
erstwhile colleagues.

And whilst I am on the subject of cricket, I wonder: is it 
necessary to have foreign female cheerleaders in scanty at-
tire, performing their antics—which smack of sheer vulgarity, 
and at times border on indecency? Let us not commercialise, 
nor debase our religion: cricket.

The writer is a former Attorney General of India

Kandahar Conundrum, 
Cricket Donations
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Corruption Suspect Sonia 
Morphs into a Crusader

S GURUMURTHYVIEW

The recent CD controversy has left 
the Capital’s political cliques shak-
en and stirred. The ‘ leaked’—and 
alleged—discussions by Shri Shanti Bhush-
an and some others are distracting and di-
verting our attention (either deliberately or 

inadvertently) from the main issue of fighting corruption 
and building a new framework to ensure better governance 
and address the dysfunctionalities in our democracy and 
Government —which includes the Lokpal Bill.

The best course would be to stop this current sideshow 
of allegations which, unfortunately, has started looking 
and sounding like a motivated smear campaign. But at the 
same time, the issues raised by the CD are important and 
need to be examined thoroughly. If the Hon’ble Supreme 
Court finds it appropriate, it should admit the petition 
regarding ‘contempt’, and in the process, have both the 
Truth Lab and the Central Forensic Science Laboratory 
file their findings regarding the character of the CD un-
der affidavit. This will once and for all establish the truth.  
Equally, if it is found to be false, an investigation must be 
launched into who was behind this. But most importantly, 
the issue of finalising an effective Lokpal Bill cannot be 
delayed. We should not get distracted and allow the spot-
light to move elsewhere. 

The members of the Lokpal Bill committee represent-
ing civil society must be those who have visibly taken on  
the Government and political corruption. That can be the 
only qualification to be on the committee. Therefore, the 
arguments doing the rounds about the civil society mem-
bers of the committee displaying a disdain of democracy 
are not valid; these would be relevant only in a function-

ing democracy with responsible institutions. We must 
accept that our democracy and republic have declined and 
transformed into something very different from what our 
founding fathers envisioned. 

In the interest of transparency and enhanced participa-
tion of citizens in the process, the proceedings of the Lok-
pal committee meetings must be telecast live on Lok Sabha 
TV. The mandate of the channel is to cover issues related to 
Parliament and strengthening of parliamentary democracy. 
Thus, discussions relating to the formulation of a legisla-

tion with such high public interest 
would certainly make the case for 
live telecast—which, in turn, will 
allow supporters, critics and scep-
tics to provide inputs to the pro-
cess through an online system that 
must be established parallelly for 
receiving such comments.

This will, to a large degree, 
delink the public chatter and al-
legations from the actual perfor-
mance of the participants during 
the negotiations. It will also en-
sure that the cause of the mass 
movement through its represen-
tatives remains uncompromised 
while, at the same time, the com-
mittee has the benefit of techni-
cal and other inputs from outside 
experts based on their viewing 
and analysis of the deliberations 
within the Lokpal committee.

This will also foster transpar-
ency and serve as a most powerful 

deterrent to any member of the committee to go against 
the interests of the citizens of India in the process of draft-
ing this important legislation. Additionally, it will address 
the issues about possible pressures and compromises on 
the part of members of the committee.

The above measures would ensure the smooth, un-
disturbed and expeditious functioning of the drafting 
committee and hopefully produce a satisfactory bill to take 
care of the various facets of corruption.

The writer is a Member of Parliament

The Current Sideshow of Allegations 
Should Not Delay the Lokpal Bill 
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WILL PAKISTAN’S 
‘ABUNDANT MEASURES’ 
BE IMPREGNABLE 
AGAINST COLLUSION 
BETWEEN TALIBAN 
AND ITS FRIENDS IN 
THE PAKISTAN 
ESTABLISHMENT? IT’S 
A TERRIFYING WORRY 
FOR THE WORLD

“All across India, 
people are saying 
enough is enough. 
And suddenly the 
u n t h i n k a b l e  i s 
starting to happen. 

People considered above reproach, 
or at least untouchable, are com-
ing under the judicial crosshairs. 
And the latest high-profile target is 
one of the biggest fish of all, Con-
gress Party President Sonia Gan-
dhi, currently No. 9 on the Forbes 
list of the World’s Most Powerful 
People.” Who says so? Dr Subra-
manian Swamy? Me? No. It is Cleo 
Paskal writing in the online news  
website Huffington Post on the 
corruption charges against So-
nia Gandhi. Paskal’s article titled 
“World’s No. 9 Most Powerful Per-
son Now Accused of Corruption—
Will She Fall?” appeared in Huff-
ington Post on April 25, 2011. 

An award-winning journalist, 
Paskal writes for Sun-
day Times, Telegraph 
and the Economist. Her 
books have won multiple 
awards. An Associate Fel-
low at the Royal Institute 
of International Affairs, 
London, the US Depart-
ment of State, those con-
sulting her include US 
Department of Energy, 
US Army War College, 
UK Ministry of Defence, 
UK Foreign and Com-
monwealth Office, UK 
Defence Academy, EU, 
NATO, Organization for 
Security and Coopera-
tion in Europe, the heads 
of many major corpora-
tions, and intelligence 
professionals from over 
30 countries. Associated 
with Manipal University 
and School of Communi-
cation and Management 
Kochi, she is familiar with 
India. She blogs in Huff-
ington Post, the world’s 
third most popular news 
website that commands 
over 38 million visitors viewing 
half-a-billion pages every month. 
Founded in 2005, it became in-
stant success. In February this year, 
AOL acquired it for $315 million 
(Rs 1,450 crore). In 2008, the 
Observer, London, rated Huff-
ington Post, the winner of several 
awards, as the worlds’ best blog. 
Now back to Paskal on Sonia.   

Acknowledging that Sonia’s 
“image is of a dutiful, submissive 
Indian wife, now widow”, Paskal no-
tices the “growing, persistent mur-
murs about questionable business 
deals and inexplicable exponential 
jumps in the personal wealth of her 
and her family”. Paskal recalls “the 
ground-breaking articles” that M 
D Nalapat, a senior journalist, had 
written about Sonia in 1995 in “the 
Times of India”. Paskal says that 
Nalapat’s comment that her “pub-

lic docility was just a ploy” and “she 
had serious political ambitions”, 
was “later confirmed by her role 
in the Congress”. Paskal also em-
phasises Nalapat’s view that “her 
desire for power wasn’t simply al-
truistic and that the wealth not only 
of her, but of her Italian relatives, 
rose stratospherically after Rajiv 
Gandhi became prime minister in 
1984”. Paskal points out that while 
his articles were undisputed, Nala-
pat was forced out of journalism in 
1998 when, as he had predicted, 
Sonia took over the Congress. 

Then Paskal cites the “public 
questions from another highly 
reputed source, Sten Lindstrom, 
Sweden’s special prosecutor”, 
who investigated the Bofors pay-
off scam. Paskal points out Lind-
strom’s interview in 1998 in which 
he had said that “the Gandhis, par-
ticularly now Sonia, should explain 
how Quattrocchi-owned compa-

nies got such fat sums as payoffs 
from the Bofors deal. After all, 
what is the connection of Sonia and 
the Gandhi family to Quattrocchi? 
Who introduced Quattrocchi and 
his AE Services to Bofors? At least 
one thing is certainly known now. 
A part of the payoffs definitely went 
to Quattrocchi. (...); the papers all 
pointed to the Gandhi family.” 
Paskal points out, “Not only have 
the questions not been answered 
by Sonia, but in spite of substantial 
evidence against him, Quattrocchi 
has managed to evade prosecu-
tion in India, and has even had his 
kickback funds unfrozen from 
overseas accounts.” 

“But the most serious threat to 
Sonia,” warns Paskal, “is now lying 
on the desk of the prime minister 
of India.” That is Dr Subramanian 
Swamy’s written request to Prime 

Minister Manmohan Singh for 
sanction to prosecute Sonia for cor-
ruption. Paskal says: “In a meticu-
lously researched 200-plus page 
submission, Dr Swamy alleges So-
nia Gandhi has been involved in 
corruption in India since 1972 and 
personally benefited from the Bo-
fors scam (1986), has held billions 
in non-Indian bank accounts since 
at least 1991, illegally profited from 
the Iraqi oil-for-food deals (2002), 
and even accessed KGB payoffs 
during the Cold War.” Obviously 
Paskal has read the complaint 
thoroughly. Adding that the prime 
minister has three months’ time to 
grant or reject the request, she says, 
“If he doesn’t, Dr Swamy can take 
the case directly to the Supreme 
Court, which, under Chief Justice 
Kapadia, is showing a definite pro-
clivity towards facilitating corrup-
tion cases.” “Given the growing 
importance of India in our heavily 

globalised world,” Paskal 
concludes, the permis-
sion sought to prosecute 
Sonia “is not just an In-
dian story; this is one 
all should be following 
very closely indeed.” In 
Paskal’s view, the brib-
ery charges against Sonia 
will have global reach. 

Now shift to the In-
dian scene. With most 
mainline media black-
ing out the truth, the 
people are unaware of 
much of what Paskal 
says about Sonia’s sus-
pected corruption. On 
the contrary, they see a 
saint in her. Result: So-
nia, who Paskal suspects 
as corrupt, nonchalantly 
proclaims ‘Zero Toler-
ance’ to corruption. And 
the mainstream media, 
sidestepping questions 
over her integrity, cel-
ebrates her resolve. 
More. Sonia laments 
that Indians have “be-
come greedy”, their 

“moral universe has shrunk”, and 
the media eulogises her candid-
ness. Further. Declaring support 
to Anna Hazare, who staked his life 
for anti-corruption law, she earns 
Anna’s gratitude and media glory. 
But she forthwith lets the Sibals, 
Digvijays and Tiwaris to set upon 
Bhushans, Anna’s men, and also 
shockingly disapproves of them. 
Yet the media does not ask her 
how her minions could defy her. 
Finally, the mainstream media 
has blacked out Dr Swamy’s “me-
ticulous” complaint against Sonia. 
A reader’s gratitude to Paskal for 
“shedding light on an issue that 
is taboo in Indian mainstream 
media” tells the true story. QED: 
Sonia, a suspect, is now morphed 
into a crusader.

The writer is co-convenor of 
the Swadeshi Jagaran Manch

DECLARING SUPPORT TO ANNA HAZARE, SONIA 
GANDHI EARNS HIS GRATITUDE, BUT SHE 

FORTHWITH LETS SIBAL, DIGVIJAY AND TIWARI 
TO SET UPON ANNA’S MEN, THE BHUSHANS.
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