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NDA in Sleep Mode,   
Modi in Overdrive 

Does the National Democratic Alliance (NDA) ex-
ist only in the drawing rooms of Lutyens’ Delhi? Has 
it been reduced to a talking shop which occasionally 
opens at its working chairman L K Advani’s residence? 
Or has the BJP chosen to ignore its allies? If elections 
to the five state Assemblies are any indicator, the NDA 
doesn’t operate like an active political alliance outside 
Delhi or Bihar. The BJP hasn’t commissioned any 
leader from its alliance partners like the Janata Dal(U), 

the Shiv Sena or the Akali Dal 
to campaign in any of the state 
elections, preferring to use its 
own chief ministers and mid-
dle-rung leaders. Predictably, 
it was Gujarat Chief Minister 
Narendra Modi who was in 
greatest demand. It was for the 
first time that Modi was exten-
sively used as a campaigner. 
He had been prevented so far 
from visiting Bihar during 
state polls. Even BJP chief 
ministers were reluctant to 
invite him. This time, he faced 

hardly any opposition because Nitish wasn’t around to 
dictate terms. Modi’s rise n the BJP hierarchy has given 
heartburn to many.

■

All Eyes on Cabinet Secretary 
As Manmohan Singh’s Government lurches towards 
a topless summer with most senior bureaucratic posi-
tions falling vacant post-May, he has launched a massive 
hunt for credible, yet dependable names to fill the to-be-
empty chairs. His moves, however, are hamstrung by 
Cabinet Secretary K M Chandrasekhar retiring in June. 
Normally, it is the cabinet secretary’s office that initiates 
the process to appoint secretaries to the Government 
of India. Chandrasekhar is not in a mood to take the 
initiative as he would rather have his successor begin the 
process. A new cabinet secretary is appointed a month 
before the current incumbent retires. So, the name 
should be announced within next two weeks. If the PM 
chooses to make history of sorts, the civil service may 
see a woman taking charge of the cabinet secretariat for 
the first time ever, and after 29 male cabinet secretaries. 
Alka Sirohi, a UP-cadre IAS officer and secretary of the 
crucial Department of Personnel appears to be the dark 
horse. Although she is only No. 5 in the merit list, Sirohi 
enjoys the reputation of being a firm, yet dignified of-
ficer. However, those close to 10 Janpath are once again 
floating the name of Pulok Chaterji—currently with the 
World Bank. But, it will be very difficult for Manmohan 
Singh to ignore the claims of seven other officers, includ-
ing a woman. If he has to go purely by seniority then A N 
P Sinha, secretary, Panchayati Raj, should be automati-
cally elevated. Since the cabinet secretary is expected to 
play an important fire-fighting role in crises, the PMO 
is also considering Anup Mukherjee, the senior-most 
officer of the 1974-batch, now chief secretary of Bihar. 
Mukherjee’s appointment would eliminate the hectic 
lobbying in the capital. The choice of the next cabinet 
secretary will set and define the tone and direction of the 
Government. It will not be a surprise if the PM opts to 
retain Chandrasekhar, who by completing a four-year 
term, would’ve broken all records since Independence.

■

The Jetsetting Babu Code of Conduct
The Election Commission may be taking credit for strictly 
enforcing the Code of Conduct on Union ministers. But 
there’s a catch. It had prohibited ministers from travel-
ling to their own states at government expense. The 
fallout was that over a dozen ministers such as Finance 

Minister Pranab Mukher-
jee, Defence Minister A 
K Antony, Railway Min-
ister Mamata Banerjee, 
Chemicals and Fertilisers 
Minister M K Alagiri were 
stuck in their respective 
election-bound states. 
Since important files and 
Cabinet notes couldn’t be 
delayed, the private secre-
taries to some of the min-
isters had to make fre-

quent trips to the relevant states for approvals. Since all 
notes and proposals meant for the Cabinet are stamped 
‘Top Secret,’ only IAS babus were allowed to travel. Now 
it is for the Election Commission to determine whether 
the money spent by the private secretaries and private 
assistants to meet their bosses during the campaign 
amounts to a violation of the code of conduct. Or should 
these expenses be added to the amount spent by the party  
or by the candidates?

■

Kani Takes Poll Route to Fight Back
Despite many investigations against her, Kanimozhi, the 
feisty daughter of Tamil Nadu Chief Minister M Karu-
nanidhi, is undeterred. Her direct line to 7 Race Course 
Road may have been disconnected following her con-
nections with A Raja surfacing in public, but Kani’s will 
to fight back was reflected in her state Assembly election 
campaign. Not only did she cover over 40 to 50 constitu-
encies, Kanimozhi made sure that her meetings were 
well-publicised. The idea was to prove the point that 
she may be facing a CBI investigation and even possible 
prosecution, but isn’t an unwanted political leader in her 
own party. She hired a young team of professionals who 
created a special Web network for her with the e-mail 
ID: Kanimozhi News. Every day, the inboxes of over 500 
journalists and other opinion-makers countrywide were 
flooded with her campaign speeches and photographs. 
Fielding Kanimozhi was part of Karunaidhi’s strategy 
to divide the entire state into various sectors between 
his children so that his two sons Union minister M K 
Alagiri and Deputy Chief Minister M K Stalin don’t get 
embroiled in turf wars with the daughter. The sons were 
asked not only to campaign for the candidates recom-
mended by them, but also to raise resources. Now, the 
three siblings are waiting for the results to pour in. Is the 
daughter more popular than the sons? May 13 will tell.

RACE COURSE ROAD
PRABHU CHAWLA

The uncommented outcome of the Anna Hazare 
episode is that the two core persons involved in 
it seemed to have exchanged roles. Both Prime 
Minister Dr Manmohan Singh and activist Haz-
are are persons of impeccable integrity. The one, 
Dr Singh, who holds the highest executive office 

in the country, refused to act and has seldom exercised his au-
thority to stem the rot in the system. The other, Hazare, who has 
shun offices of authority so far, has empowered himself, without 
any accountability to any of the organs of the state.

 Before the mass demonstration of public anger at Jantar Man-
tar, Dr Singh’s claim of acting against corruption brought him no 
laurels. The dismissal of arraigned minister A Raja in the 2G scam 
was an inevitable consequence of intervention by the Supreme 
Court (SC). So was the apology over the CVC affair. The long rope 
that partyman and sutradhar of the CWG got from him—even 
after many ghosts have tumbled out of the CWG cupboard after 
the Shunglu report—have further depleted his credibility and  
authority which in any case was never too high.

 Dr Singh’s claim sounds hollow when we see the Shunglu 
report findings having no effect on Delhi Chief Minister Sheila 
Dikshit. Instead of acting on the report, the PMO has referred 
the scandal to the home ministry. For what? And who all have 
been arrested for the scam? A few sidekicks of power that be. No 
big fish, including kingpin Suresh Kalmadi, has been touched 
so far. That means none of the corrupt gets the sack under the 
present dispensation till either a powerful public campaign or 
SC intervention makes it impossible for Dr Singh not to act.

 Some Congress leaders were critical of Hazare and the anti-cor-
ruption movement, and were asking how could the Government 
concede its authority of decision-making to an assortment of pub-
lic figures just because they have a public face of integrity? Well, 

their own party president set 
the trend by subjecting govern-
ment decisions to her own NAC 
of assorted persons. It is evident 
to Dr Singh and the country that 
he remains a nominated head of 
the government and the ropes 
are held by Sonia Gandhi. He 
holds the office of prime min-
ister, sans power, prestige and 
authority that go with it.

 As the black chapters of cor-
ruption get read in the SC, Dr 

Singh’s helplessness is becoming obvious. The Congress, the 
NCP and the DMK—the three prominent parties in the ruling 
coalition—are now on the run from the anti-corruption tsunami. 
The inaction bordering cover-up of such blatant loot of public 
money, coupled with abdication of responsibility by the PM, has 
shaken common man’s faith in the system. That explains mas-
sive public response to Hazare’s campaign against corruption.

 There are grave consequences of this dissolution of authority. 
It impacts India’s fight against terrorism funded and encouraged 
by Pakistan, and China-inspired Maoist movement in north-
east. It compromises the country’s resolve to bring back money 
stashed abroad by politician-business combine and efforts to 
rein in the run-away inflation. The Government is silent over 
the network of jihadi movement exposed by the recruitment of 
young Muslims in Kerala for terrorist activities and sent to Paki-
stan for training. The Hasan Ali exposé was possible because of 
the strong will exercised by the judiciary which revealed how the 
establishment was happily soft on this hawala dealer and arms 
procurer. The next chapter of this sordid drama will begin when 
Ali’s linkages with “important politicians” get exposed.

 Nature abhors a vacuum. In this toothless diarchy, a variety 
of elements, both good and bad, are trying to hijack the system. 
Democracy, with all its inherent problems, is the best system of 
governance known so far. While the system does need a strong 
shake-up to restore it to good health, care has to be taken to en-
sure that those with insidious agendas do not use this sad occa-
sion to wreck it from within and without.

� The writer is a BJP MP. E-mail him at punjbalbir@gmail.com

The Doctor is Not in, And 
the Vacuum is Dangerous

THE SYSTEM NEEDS 
A STRONG SHAKE-
UP, BUT IT HAS TO 
BE ENSURED THAT 
THOSE WITH INSIDI-
OUS AGENDAS DON’T 
USE THE OCCASION 
TO WRECK IT WITHIN 
AND WITHOUT.
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Tamil Nadu Poll Result is  
No Foregone Conclusion

Mani Shankar AiyAropinion

Anna Hazare’s recent visit to Jan-
tar Mantar has set the cat among the  
pigeons in Delhi and other state capi-
tals. Politicians and bureaucrats are 
increasingly looking worried and puz-
zled at this sudden interest of Indians 

about this issue of corruption. I can almost imagine 
them thinking, what’s the need for all this discussion 
on corruption? Isn’t it enough that we are delivering 
growth of 9 per cent etc.? Hazare has woken up India. 
Over 4 million calls were made by people to the tele-
phone number set up for the purpose by India Against  
Corruption. Most importantly, it has proved that young 
Indians can wake up and get involved in serious causes 
that affect our country.

Like Tahrir Square in Egypt, which was the epicen-
tre of the movement for change that swept the country 
and subsequently moved to other parts of the Middle 
East, history will show that Jantar Mantar was the mo-
ment that triggered change in our country that has been 
buffeted and embarrassed by scams and corruption in 
public life and the government. The message that came 
out of this was that India, and indeed Indians, have 
had enough of corruption. The assumption that we are 
thick-skinned and mutely accepting increasingly bla-
tant and brazen forms of exploitation by the political-
bureacrat-business nexus has been turned on its head 
and that is sending shivers down the spine of many. In 
some cities, the mood was positively ugly.

The trigger for this was the Jan Lokpal Bill. The Bill 

that was being proposed by the Government is in every 
way a representation of what is wrong with our system. 
It is classic obfuscation and bureacratism at its best. 
And hence the protest by Hazare, Arvind Kejriwal, 
Kiran Bedi and many others. There is an increasing 
trend among those in power to assume that citizens 
have little intelligence, and to insult that intelligence 
is a safe bet. Kapil Sibal did that some months ago by 
saying there was no loss in the 2G spectrum scam and 
that the CAG was wrong, and now this Lokpal Bill.  
Fortunately, for India and Indians, there are people like 
Hazare who have called the Government’s bluff on this 
and mobilised millions to prove that the intelligence of 
Indians cannot be taken for granted.

Predictably of course, some of the intellectual elite 
in Delhi have come out and morphed this debate  
on government corruption into one on constitutional 
appropriateness, and if that isn’t sophisticated enough, 
another argument about the dangers to democracy 
that mobs present. Hazare and the Indians behind the 
movement against corruption must not pay heed to 
this line of reasoning. Yes, there is a risk that politics 
by mobs isn’t a sustainable model for democracy. But 
that is becoming a risk only because the democracy 
and Government we have today are dysfunctional. 
The cause of action here is the failure of the Govern-
ment, and a failure it has been for sure. When cred-
ibility of the government and its leaders go, their every  
action is seen through the prism of suspicion and doubt.  
The onus of establishing trust and credibility is on the 
Government and political leadership, and not the citi-
zens. And this will not happen by parading smug min-
isters in front of television cameras, trying to outwit 
people; rather, it will come from real, deliberate actions 
that will instil confidence among people that the Gov-
ernment is transforming into an institution to honestly 
serve the people, and be about national service, not self-
service and vested interests. Action and words will be 
required to address this trust deficit in the people about 
all politicians and the Government in general.

As I said last week, Delhi was once a fountainhead of 
idealism, national service and commitment to the Idea 
of India. The crowd at Jantar Mantar and around the 
country was clamouring for a return to that. Stay the 
course, and people will get the change they want.

� The writer is a Rajya Sabha member

History Will Show That Jantar Mantar 
Was the Moment That Triggered Change 
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A few weeks ago, the 
polls were showing 
Amma so far ahead 
of Kalaignar that it 
looked as if an AIAD-
MK tsunami was go-
ing to bring the DMK 

retaining wall crashing down. Now, 
in the aftermath of the actual casting 
of votes, the margin between the two 
alliances has narrowed to a point 
where it is impossible to say who will 
prevail. The only certainty is that the 
victory margin for the winner will be 
as narrow as the Straits of Hormuz. 
The other certainty: pollsters will 
once again end up with an egg on 
their face.

Racing against the ban on publish-
ing poll results after April Fool’s Day, 
the pollsters went into the field at the 
most unreliable juncture, the eve of 
filing nominations, when, as is typi-
cal of Tamil Nadu alliance politics, 
each of the alliances was threatening 
to be torn apart by internal dissen-
sion over seat-sharing. Any observer 
of the state’s political scene would 
know that this is par for the course—
that brinkmanship rules till the 11th 
hour and high drama is the 
essence of partisan politics 
in Tamil Nadu.

Thus, it was precisely 
when the DMK and Con-
gress were baring their 
fangs at each other that the 
pollsters got going. Their 
publishable findings were 
over just as the AIADMK 
team started unravelling. 
Thus, in a double wham-
my, they got it wrong both 
ways. The DMK alliance 
not only emerged rock 
solid but with those with 
their ears to the ground 
—the PMK, above all, the 
Tawheed Jama’at, Vai-
ko’s MDMK and a host of 
others—actually desert-
ing Amma’s sinking ship 
even as the polls were 
predicting a massive win 
for her. Why would they 
do so if they did not know something 
that had escaped the pollsters?

The analysts too, by and large, 
missed the music. The DMK and  
AIADMK have over the last two 
decades so sharply withered that 
whereas till the 1980s around 80 
per cent of the electorate was com-
mitted to either of the two, support 
for both together has now declined 
to about 60 per cent, almost evenly 
divided between the two. Therefore, 
two-party elections (with Congress 
a distant third) have given way to 
two-alliance contests (with the BJP 
a distant third). Electoral outcomes 
are determined more by electoral 
arithmetic than so-called “issues”, 
especially the kind of “national  
issues” that drive TV anchors into 
diurnal hysterics. The wider the al-

liance, the better its prospects of 
victory—and the more rainbow the 
alliance, the greater the chances 
of an overwhelming victory. Not 
understanding this led most ana-
lysts to predict the 2001 Assembly 
polls in favour of the DMK (when it 
was Amma who took all) and then  
predicting the 2006 election in fa-
vour of the AIADMK (when the 
DMK alliance took most).

Although in numbers, the current 
AIADMK alliance adds up to around 
dozen parties, most of these are the 
constituents of the almost irrelevant 
Left Front. J Jayalalithaa has only 
one ally of significance, the DMDK 
of Captain Vijayakanth. And what a 
disastrous campaign this has been 
for the DMDK. In a masterstroke, 
M. Karunanidhi recruited cine co-
median Vadivelu, whose personal 
and professional rivalry with the 
captain is notorious, to storm his 
way through Tamil Nadu mocking, 
abusing and sneering at Vijayakanth, 
focusing on his well-documented 
fondness for the bottle, especially 
after the captain was caught on cam-
era thrashing his own candidate on 

the platform, allegedly under the 
influence of Bacchus. The allegation 
came, of course, from Vadivelu. In 
all my 20 years of association with 
Mayiladuthurai, during which my 
constituents have received Amma, 
Kalaignar, Soniaji and, earlier, Rajiv 
Gandhi, I have never seen as large or 
enthusiastic a crowd as the one that 
greeted Vadivelu during his whistle-
stop election tour. Of course most 
came for his off-colour jokes and sar-
donic wit, but some of the jibes did 
rub off, badly denting the image of 
Amma’s principal ally (and the only 
one who actually counts) at the same 
time as defectors from her camp are 
piling up votes for the DMK alliance. 
Math, as usual, is coming to the fore, 
pushing to the background issues in 
a state where party loyalties prevail 

over transient political issues.
For any non-Tamilian, the obvi-

ous “issue” is the 2G scam, espe-
cially as Amma has tried as hard as 
she could to flog it. But while she 
has whipped up her own supporters 
into orgies of electoral frenzy over 
the alleged corruption (including 
a widely distributed currency note 
featuring the Karunanidhi fam-
ily instead of Mahatma Gandhi and 
valued in figures at 1,76,000… ad 
infinitum), the DMK and its loyal-
ists have responded with disdain at 
the pot’s attempt to paint the kettle 
black. The uncommitted voters are 
too few and far between to make the 
2G spectrum scam the only issue 
determining their choice. Far more 
germane is the outstanding record of 
the DMK government in actually ful-
filling, and, in fact, over-fulfilling the 
pledges the party made to the aam 
vaakaalar (voter)—pledges which 
Amma must be regretting she so 
derided that the blowback is roaring 
through these elections: Rice, not at 
Rs 2 a kilo, but Re 1 a kilo—and in a 
country where the PDS is a national 
shame, actually delivering it to the 

poor. Colour television 
sets in every little hut, 
with guaranteed electric-
ity to run them. 

The list is as long as it 
is impressive—but the 
most impressive thing is 
the ground delivery. Fully 
using elected panchayat 
representatives and 
MLAs (Anna Hazareji, 
are you listening?) the 
DMK has delivered to 
4.6 crore voters every-
thing it had promised 
and more, while, at the 
same time, giving Tamil 
Nadu one of the highest 
rates of growth of indus-
try, impressive agricul-
tural performance, out-
standing infrastructure, 
soaring human develop-
ment indicators, and Rs 
20 lakh in untied funds 

to every panchayat under the Anna 
Grama Marumalarchi Thittam (the 
Village Renaissance Scheme named 
after DMK founder C N Annadurai).

In terms of governance, the Tamil 
Nadu record is virtually unbeaten 
(and, perhaps, unbeatable). It has 
reached every family in the state. 
The DMK’s record is performance. 
Amma’s are promises—and the 
highest form of flattery, for in blatant 
imitation she promises a mixie and a 
grinder where the DMK promises a 
mixie or a grinder. The funniest tale 
is of an independent who has prom-
ised a Nano to very voter, if elected. 
When asked from where he’ll get the 
money, he retorts, “From Raja, of 
course.”

The writer is a Congress leader and 
former Union minister for Petroleum

BRINKMANSHIP RULES TILL  
THE 11TH HOUR AND HIGH DRAMA  

IS THE ESSENCE OF PARTISAN  
POLITICS IN TAMIL NADU.
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